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| ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE following Sheets contain a 
faithful Collection of the ſeveral 
Papers which have hitherto been circu- 
lated in this Place on the Subje& of 
Subſcription to the XXXIX Articles. 
As it is probable that this Matter may 
be ſtill farther agitated elſewhere, it is 
apprehended that the preſent Collec- 
tion will not be unacceptable to the 
Public. If any other Papers ſhould 
appear, they will be publiſhed as an 
Appendix. 


| Oxronp, April 20. 1772. 
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No. I. | 
Origin of Subſcription to the 39 
Articles at Matriculation in the 
Univerſity of Oxford. 


Ex Regiſt. Convoc. K. p. 338. 
Anno Domini 1587. Domino Roberto Comite 
Anno Reginæ 23. Leyceſtriæ, Canc. 
5 5 De James, Vice-Canc. 
Mo Crane. M Madocks, Proc. 
Noovembris 2. 


ECUNDO Novembris in celebri convoca- | 
KJ trone magiſtrorum regentium et non re- | [ 
gentium habita, lectæ erant literæ ab infig-- 750 
niſimo comite Leyceſtriæ cancellario noftro Te 

ad venerabilem convocationem hoc exemplo UN: 


Jnbſeriptee. T 


i 
i 
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bl 
x . 
} 
N 


„„ 
AO after my right hearty Commen- 


dations, as often heretofore, ſo now by 


late Complaints am I cauſed again to write 
unto you for Reformation, of divers Diſ- 


orders amongſt you, both in matters of 


Religion, in the Exerciſes of Learning, 
and in Apparel and ſum other Pointes con- 
cerning Converſation. The Particulars are 
long to rehearce unto you, but may appear 
by a Scedule incloſed *, wherein the Faults 


and ſuch Orders, as upon the preſent 1 
could think convenient for Redreſs of them 
are ſet down together, I heartily and very 


earneſtly pray you upon peruſing the ſaid 
e Orders, 


0 — L 6 * 


a Inprimis, That whereas the old Order of Matricula- 
tion is that within Six Days of every Scholar's firſt coming 


to Oxford, he ſhall take an Oath to obſerve the Statutes of 


this Univerſity, &c. and for as much as by the negligence 
and careleſſneſs of many Heads, this hath been and daily 
is omitted, in ſo much that many Scholars have lived here 
a long Time being never regiftered in the Univerſity 


Booke, nether at any Time heretofore ſworne to the ſaid 
. Univerſity, and by this Means many Papiſts have hereto- 


fore and may hereafter lurke among You, and be brought 


2 by corrupt Tutors nether yelding to God nor to her 
Miͤajeſtie or your Univerſity theare bounden Dutie as hath of 


late Yeares too much appeared and is evident in ſundry 
younge Students in your Univerſitie, ſum being atte Rome, 


um in the Seminaries and other Places, all out of her Ma- 
Jeſties. Obedience, I have thought good to have this Order 
following to be eſtabliſhed. 4 ” | 


Firſt, that no Scholler be admitted into any College or 
Hall of the Univerſitie, unleſs he firſt before the Vice- 
Chancellor ſubfcribe to the Articles of Religion agreed 
upon, take the Oathe of the Queens Majeſtie Supremacy, 


_ - ſweare to obſerve the Statutes of the Univerſitie if he be of 
, 4awfull Yeares to take an Othe and have his Name regeſtred 


”- 


2 


630 


Orders, if they ſhall be Foun Gali as » in all: 
bointes you like of, that you will take 
farder Orders forthwith for the due and 
ſtrict Obſervation of them, and if upon 
Conſideration they ſhall not ſeem fit unto you 
for the Purpoſe and time, then that you 
f will out of Hand add diminiſh alter and 
5 change for new any Thing that ſhall miſ- 
like, and ſetting down the ſame in ſuch fort 
as in your own Judgement you ſhall think, 
moſt fit, to ſee them likewiſe ſeverely. and 
throughly executed and obſerved that fo the 
Diſorders and Complaints of them may both 
ceace e together, which 1 heartily wills and 
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is in the Mitriculation Boke, which 1s by State as ;1 heare 


to remaine with the Chancellour or Vice-Chancellour, and 
i have a Note under the Vice-Chancellour's Hand that he 
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9 hath done the Premiſſes, and the Head of the College or 1 
ff Hall of which he ſhall be, or ſome of the Deanes and 1 
e Cenſors doe at ſome convenient Time ſigniſie the fad my 1 
y and Subſcription to the whole Company 15 
e Secondly, That for as much as ſundry Parents | i 

y themſelves Recuſants, - or knowne or ſuſpeRed. Papiſt 1 

d have ſent their Sonns to the Univerſitie and dayley doe, and | 288 
. are deſirous to have their Sonns by all Likelyhood trayned A 1H 
ic up in the ſame Religion, and for that Pirpoſe have as it 1 
r may appear gertaine ſelect Tutors among you, of whome at 1 
of the. leaſt they hope well to have their Children inſtruQted _ 
y after their owne Deſire, I haye thought good alſo to with. $8 
by that by Act of Convocation it may be likewiſe eſtabliſhed 0 
- that noe Tutor hereafter be allowed, but ſuch as be of > "= | 1 

r ſound Religion, and that under the Hand of che Vice- 9 


Chancellor for the Time being, and three Doctors r 
Dr Div, and 3 Bach. of Div. or three Preachers for that Pur. 
6 poſe aſſembled all togeather where it _ mon the N 
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d Chancellor. 
4 | . Kc. | 


(4) 
ſo defiring to hear ſpeedily from. you what 
you ſhall do herein I bid you heartily fare- 


well. From the Court the 5 of OQtober 
1 88 1— Tour very Friend 


7 % 


2 © Quibus literis lectis flatim proponitur 
convocationi quadam Am ad fratuta naſtræ 
niverſitatis objervanda<.quam de juramento 


ſupreme regia majeſtratis fu eſciprendo per 


omnes Scholares mature Etats priuſguam 
N Collegia five Aulas admittantur, tum etiam 
ut publice lectiones in ſingulis facultatibus 
a a obſerventur, que omnia et fin gula 
Prout publice perletta erant in convocatione 


fc "Oy ordine 3 


The ſeveral a mentioned in the 
Schedule being read in the Convocation 
the Vice-Chancellor added three more Pro- 


poſals, and then nominating Delegates to 


conſider of them, they framed theſe * De- 


crees  Tollowing from them. 


: * Novembris 14* . D. 1581. . 
0 In folenni Convoc. Dot" Mag” Reg” et 


non Reg. Decimo quarto Nov. habitd leges 
| ſubſeriptæ publice perledtæ et Communi omnium 
8 agen approggte ef . funt. | 


cc Imprimis. 


— 


— * 


Ex. Reg. KK. fol. 340, 341. 
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R. Levcrsrer,” 
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$6 Tmprimis. It is decreed- that no Student 
1 of the Age of 16 or upwards and 


unmatriculated being already admitted into 


any College or Haule of this Univerſitie, 
ſhall theare any longer abide then the Fri- 
day ſennight after the Publication hereof 


unleſs he have under the Vicechancellours 
Hand for the Time being a Certificate of 
his Subſcription both to the Articles of 
Religion, her Majeſties Supremacy, and 


alſo to obſerve the Orders and Statutes of 
this Univerſity, and have his Name regeſ- 
tred in the Matriculation Booke. 

„ Ffem, that no Student hereafter to be 


admitted ut ſupra ſhall longer ſtay than 


till the next Friday ſennight after his Ad- 


miſſion unleſs he perform all Things in 
ſuch Sort as are above ſpecified : Except the 
ſaid Scholler or Student either now being 
or hereafter to be admitted be not full 16 
Leares of Age, but being between 12 and 


16 he ſhall but ſubſcribe and be matriculat, 
and being under 12, he ſhall be matriculat 


onelye, and ſo continue till he or they be 


of Years ſufficient to performe the reſt 
above ſpecified. Provided alwayes that the 


I faid Student or Scholler that is to performe 


any thing that is above ſpecified ſhall 
attend upon Frydayes in Terme Time at the 


5 Vicechancellours Court, and at all other 
| Times at his Lodging. 
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66 * 
« Item, That if the Head of any Col- 


ledge or Haule, or in his Abſence the ſenior 
or Vice Head or Governour, doe ſuffer in 


his Houſe any Student or Scholler by him 


: admitted not performing the Thinges above 
ſpecified, he ſhall forfeit Twenty Shil- 
linges and the Scholler 40 8. for e : 


Weeke 7oires quotiec. 


tem, That all private Tutors. or Rea- 


ders hereafter, ſhall be allowed by the 


Conſent of the Vice-Chancellour, the Head | 
of the ſame Houſe whereof he or they ſhall 


be, and alſo the Content of 2 DoR. of De- 


vinitye or two Preachers at the leaſt—And 


that no Tutor or Reader now beeing that 
is or ſhall be by Othe detected of vehement 
ſuſpicion of Popery ſhall after the Nativ. 


of Xt. next inſuinge retain any Pupill or 
Scholler, unleſs he doe, being thereunto 


required, purge himſelf before the Vice- 
Chancellour and Proctors by his own Othe 
or the Hands of three Preachers in the 


Univerſitie.“ 


Extract from the preſent 8 tatutes 1 Sethe. 


verſity, compiled in the Year 1616. 
Tit. II. F. 3. © Quotquot autem in Ma- 


triculam Univerſitatis redigendi accedunt, 


ſi decimum ſextum ſuæ ætatis annum atti- 
gerint, Articulis fidei & Religionis ſubſcri- 
bant; & de agnoſcendo primatu Regiæ 


Majeſ- 


| { 7 ) | 
Majeſtatis, nec non de fidelitate Univerſi- 
tati exhibenda, ac Satutis, Privilegiis, & 
conſuetudinibus ejuſdem obſervandis, juxta 
formam hactenus uſitatam, corporale jura- 
mentum præſtent. | 

« Quod fi infra decimum ſextum & ſupra 
duodecimum ætatis annum extiterint, Arti- 
culis fidei & Religionis duntaxat ſubſcri- 
dent, & in Matriculam redigentur. 

uod ſi duodecimum non exceſſerint, 

in Mt teulam duntaxat referentur; utrique 
tamen poſtmodo, ubi ad maturam ætatem 
pervenerint, qua cætera requiſita præſtare 
poſſint, tum demum ea præſtare teneantur 
ſub pœna non ſiſtentium ſe Matriculandos.“ 

Tit. III. F$. 2. Tutor vero Scholares 
Tutelæ & regimini ſuo commiſſos probis 
moribus imbuat, & in probatis authoribus 
inſtituat; & maxime in rudimentis Re- 
ligionis & doctrinæ Articulis in ſynodo 
Lond. (anno 1562.) editis: ac pro virili 
ſuo, diſciplinæ in Eccleſia Anglicana pub- 
lice receptz eos conformes præſtabit. Quod 
fi quis in aliquo prædictorum deliquerit, 
arbitrio Cancellarii vel Vice-Cancellarii coer- 


ceatur.“ 


Commence=- 


1 


Commencement of Subſeription to the three 


ws les in Foe Zeus Canon. 


enn 6x6: 


An, 14 Jacobi. 5 


Lt bing infinuated-to.the King what 
Dangers would proceed by the training up 


of yong Students in grounds of Puritaniſme 


and Calviniſme, if ſome Directions did not 


iſſue out from his Majeſtie for the Courſe of 


their Studies, and that there was no readier 
Way to advance the Preſbyterial Govern- 
ment in this Kingdom than by ſuffering 
yong Scholers to be ſeaſoned with Calvi- 
nian Doctrines, and that for want of Sub- 
ſcription to the three Articles contained in 
the 36th Canon, not only Lecturers, but 
divers other Preachers in & about-the Uni- 
verſitie, - poſitively maintained ſuch Points 
of Doctrine as were not maintained or 
allowed by the Church of England. He 
therefore having taken theſe Things into 
conſideration, did by the Advice of ſuch 
Biſhops and others of the Clergy as were 
then about him, diſpatch upon the 18* of 
January theſe f Directions following to the 
| Vicechancellor, certain Heads of Houſes, 
the two Profeſſors of Divinity & the two 
Proctor 


— 


— 


0 Hiſt & Antiq. Univ, Oven, A. Wood P. 322. & 
MSS. Hiſt, F. 12 + Reg. Convoc. N. fo. 32. a &. 


Pr 


<a) 


Prodtors of the Univerſity to be carefully . 


and ſpeedily ** in execution. 


„ JAMES Rex. 


« 1, His Majeſty ſignified his Pleaſure 
that he would have all that take any De- 


gree in Schooles to ſubſcribe to the three 


Articles. 
« 2, That no Preacher be allowed to 
preach in the Town but ſuch as be every 


Way conformable both * Subſcription . 


and every other Way. 
„ 3. That, &c.“ 


In conſequence of the above Directions a 
Convocation was holden on the 126 of 


Feb. 1616, in which © * Procuratores no- 


« minabant hos egregios viros ad deliberan- 
« dum et ftatuendum de quibuſdam ad 


© Pirectiones regias propoſitas ſpectantibus, 


& nec non, &c. | 
„ yz, Doctorem Goodwin 
nn Prideaux, Gee. &c.“ 
On the laſt 5 of March 1617, he De- 
crees of the above Delegates were read and 
approved in Convocation. The firſt of 
which is as follows : Forma ſubſcri- 
bendi ab omnibus graduum Academicorum 


Candidatis diligenter obſervanda Hujuſ- 


C modi 


— 
— — - . 


® Reg. Convoc. N. fol. 36, b. 
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modi perpetua eſto---Ego A. perlectis prius 


vel ab alio coram me recitatis. orthodoxz 


fidei et Religionis Articulis 39, et in fſacri 


Synodo Londini habita A. D. 1562 conſta- 


bilitis, ſimulque tribus Capitibus in alia 


Synodo Londinenſi ſub annum 1604 decre- 
"tis et in canone 36 * redactis, ſciens vo- 
lenſque ex animo ſubſcribo.—--Preſentati- 
onis etiam in Domo Congregations coram 


Domino Pro-Cancellario et Procuratoribus 


ſolennis formula hæc adhibetor---Preſento 
vobis hunc meum B. vel S. ut admittatur 


r. ad quam quidem admiſſionem ſcio eum 


aptum 


* — — — 


* Three Articles of | the 36th Canon. 
I. That the King s Majeſty under God, is the only Supreme 


SGovernour of this Realm, and of all other his Highneſſes Do- 


minions and Countrys, as well in all Spiritual or Eccleſi- 
aſtical things or cauſes, as Temporal; and that no Foreign 
Prince, Perſon, Prelate, State or Potentate, hath, or ought 
to have, any Juriſdiction, Power, Superiority, Preeminence 


or Authority, Ecclefiaftical or Spiritual, within his Ma- 
jeſty s ſaid Realms, Dominions and Countrys. 


II. That the Book of Common Prayer, and of Ordering 


of Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, containeth in it nothing 


contrary to the Word of God, and that it may law fully 0 


be uſed, and that I myſelf will uſe the Form in the faid 
Book preſcribed i in publick Prayer, and Adminiftration of 


the Sacraments, and none other. 
III. That I allow the Book of Articles of Religion agreed 
upon by the Archbiſhops and Biſhops of both Provinces 


and the whole Clergy in the Convocation holden at London 
in the Year of our Lord God, One thouſand five hundred 


fixty and two; and that I acknowledge all and every the 
Articles therein contained, being in number Nine and 


thirty, beſides the Ratification, to be agreeable to the 
Word of God. : 


1 
\ 


1 
aptum habilem et idoneum moribus et 
Scientia. Quem inſuper ſcio legiſſe vel ab 
alio recitatos audiviſſe omnes Articulos qui- 
bus coram procuratoribus ſubſcripſit. ——. 


Reg. Convoc. N. Fol. 41. a & b. 
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oh No. II 
The Caſe of Subſcription to the Thirty- 


nine Articles, required of all Scho- 


lars matriculated in the U. niverſity 


/ Oxford. Stated and confidered, 


HE two Univerſities were inſtituted * 
as Places of Education for the Youth 


of this Kingdom, to qualify them for the 
Service of their Country, in Church and 
State, as by Law eſtabliſhed. 

The Nature and Deſign of their Inſti- 
tution, the Statutes ach are founded 
upon it, and the eſtabliſhed Modes of Diſ- 


cipline to be obſerved in them, do evi- 


dently Prove, that they were intended only | 
for the Education of Members of the 


Church of England. 
That no Papiſt, or Sectary of any Kind, 


might gain an Admiſſion into this Uni- 


verſity, the Wiſdom of our Proteſtant An- 
ceſtors thought it expedient, for the greater 
Security of this reformed Church as by 
Law eſtabliſhed, to provide a Teſt of the 
Religious Principles of the Perſons to be 
admitted into it. 
This Teſt, which has been required and 
ſubmitted to for near Two hundred Years, 


conſiſts 


3 1 


els! in 9 Subſcription to the Thirty-nine 
Articles, which contain the Doctrines of 
the Church of England. And. all Perſons 
of Twelve Years of Age are required to 
ſubſcribe to them at their Matriculation. _ 

The Queſtion is, Whether this Teſt 
ought to be retained, or n or al- 
tered oh 


tution, Order, and Diſcipline of the Uni- 
verſity will be fundamentally changed. It 


will be laid open to Perſons of all Religious 


Perſuaſions, who will be at Liberty to act 


agrecably to their Perſuaſions, ſo far at 


leaſt as they can plead Conſcience in their 
Behalf. If any one cannot conſcientiouſly 
join in the Service of the Church, he will 
ſay, that it would be wicked in Him to 
violate his Conſcience, and in Yu to re- 
quire it. Thus the Univerſity will become 
a Seminary of Schiſm, which it was de- 
ſigned to prevent; and will put Arms into 


the Hands of Perſons, who will uſe them 


offenſively againſt the Eſtabliſhed Church, 


which their Inſtitution dees them to 


guard and defend. 

If the Teſt be propoſed to be altered, it 
will be right firſt to conſider, Whether 
any ſuch ObjeQion may be made to it, as 
may not be removed to the ee of 
every candid and reaſonable Mind. | 


No 


If it be totally e the Conſti- 


: „ 
No Man of Common Senſe can think, 
that a Subſcription to the Articles required 
of Perſons who have attained the Twelfth 


ear of their Age, can be meant to require 


a formal and explicit Aﬀent to the Senſe 


of the Doctrines contained in them, when 


they are not ſo much as required to have 
read them; or that it carries in it an Ob- 
ligation that they ſhould never diſſent from 


any of them, ſhould they hereafter ſee. 


Reaſon for it, when they ſhould have 


Abilities to underſtand and judge of them. 


It never meant any more, nor was it ever 


underſtood to mean any more, than that 


it was a Declaration of the Perſon ſub- 


ſcribing, that he was a Member of the 


Church of England, and, as ſuch, would 


conform to the Worſhip and Diſcipline of 


it. All that he is ſuppoſed to know of the 
Doctrines is, that they are the Doctrines of 
the Church, of which he has been educated 
a Member; and that for the preſent, he 
acquieſces in them as ſuch, ſuſpending any 
farther Judgment of them, till he ſhall be 
better able to examine them. | 

All this the matriculated Youth may very 
well underſtand, and ſubmit to with a ſafe 


Conſcience; it requiring no more than a 


Perſuaſion, which he certainly brings with 
him, that the Church he has been educated 
in has no Deſign to impoſe upon him, or 


lead him 1 


If 


” 3 3 — 2 


68. 


If any Thing more is requiſite to put 


this Matter in its true Light, in which it 


has been ſeen and approved for Two Cen- 


turies paſt, by as learned, religious, and 


conſcientious Men as ever lived, let an 
Explanation of this Kind be inſerted in the 
Statute Book, in the ſame Manner as the 


Epinomis of Biſhop Saunderſon is, in re- 


ſpect to the Oath of . to obſerve 


the Penal Statutes. 

If ſuch an Explanation is not ſatisfac- 
tory, and ſome Teſt is ſtill thought neceſ- 
ſary at the Time of Matriculation, to be 
required by the Univerſity, in Conformity 
to the Deſign and Nature of its Inſtitution, 
What other Teſt can be propoſed? I can 


think but of Two Ways of Subſtitution. 


The one 1s, That the young Scholar be 
required to make a Declaration that he is a 


Member of the Church of England; and 


that he will conform, during his Reſidence 


in it, to the Rules and ane of it, as 
by Law eſtabliſhed. 
The other 1 is, That his Tutor mall a; pu- 


late for him, in the above-mentioned Par 
ticulars. | 


As to the former, I ſee no Difference 
betwixt the Mode of Declaration, and that 
of Subſcription, as before explained. 


As to the latter, the Declaration or Subs 


ſerip tion muſt be as obligatory upon the 
Pupil, as if they were made by himſelf; 
otherwiſe, 
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3 
otherwiſe, they have no Meaning at alt 
but muſt be downright Chicanery and Pre- 
Varication, oh 
Degrees, in the ordinary Diſpenſation of 

them, were never intended to be beſtowed 
by the Univerſity but upon Members of the 
Church of England; no other Perſons being 
capable of being Members of the Univer- 
fity. Thoſe indeed, who are capable of 
Degrees, are ſuppoſed to have read its Ar- 
ticles, and to underſtand the Doctrines of 
them. And if any one thinks that any of 
them are not reconcileable, by a fair and 
reaſonable Interpretation, to the eſſential 
Faith of a Chrithan, though he may be an 
outward Conformiſt, he is, in Truth, no 
real Member of the Church of England as 
by Law eſtabliſhed. And this he declares, 
if he witholds his Subſcription to them, 
But before the Univerſity can diſpenſe with 
his Subſcription, a new Mode of Proceed- 
ing muſt be enjoined by legal Authority, 
Otherwiſe, it will be either a tacit Acknow- 
ledgment on the Part of the Univerſity, 
that the long-eſtabliſhed Subſcription is in- 
defenſible, or that it muſt no longer be 
conſidered as a Seminary for Members of 
| the Church of England only. 
And even ſuppoſing that our Articles 


want Reviſal, Explanation, or Amendment, 
(which, whenever it is attempted, muſt be 


the 


5 1 5 


the Work of very wiſe and learned Men, 


erformed with great Caution and Circum- 
ſpection) why is it expected, that the 
Univerſity ſhould take the Lead in fatiſ- 
fying the Scruples of the preſent Times ? 
Why are not their Conſciences to be re- 


ſpected as much as other Peoples? And 


. this Univerſity is perſuaded, that no 
Alteration ought to be made in the preſent 
Teſt, but what will leave the Purport and 
Meaning of it juſt the ſame as it now is, 
and that the total Abrogation of it is abſo- 
lutely inconſiſtent with the very Nature 
and Deſign of its Inſtitution, it is nuga- 
tory to require the one, and muſt be 
unreaſonable and unjuſt to n the 
other. | 

And what End will this Abrogation 


anſwer? The Attack upon the Univerſity 


Subſcription, is an Attack only upon the 
Outworks of the Fortreſs; if theſe are 
gained, will not the Acquiſition encourage 
a more furious Attack upon the Citadel? 
If the Church of England ſtands at preſent 
upon a good Foundation, let it be vigo- 
rouſly defended by all who conſider it 
as the Bulwark of the Reformation; and 
let us hope, that our Superiors will be 
careful that no Alterations be made in it, 
if any Alterations are expedient, but ſuch 
as will give it an additional and real Se- 

D curity, 


( 18 ) 


1 eurlty, Strength and Reputation, leaving 
It in Poſſeſſion of the eſſential Doctrines 
and Conſtitution of a truly Primitive, 


Chriſtian, and Apoſtolical Church, 


. 
£ 


— 
JS Is 


Ne. Il. 


Cf derations an the E gelle if 


making ſome Alteration in regard 
Zo the preſent Mode of Subſcribing 

70 the XX X IX Articles in this 
L. niver ſity. 


HERE is no Occaſion to inquire 
into the original Deſign of the In- 
ſtitution of the Univerſitzes: it is ſufficient 
for our Purpoſe to know, that the preſent 
Mode of Subſcription to the Thirty-nine 
Articles was injoined by an Univerſity Sta- 


tute, made at the Inſtance of our hang 


cellor, Lord Leicęſter. 

It is agreed that this Univerſity was in- 
tended, by the ſaid Statute, as a Seminar 
not of Learning only, but alſo of the Pro- 


teſtant Religion, as by Law eſtabliſhed. 


It is alſo agreed, that ſome Teſt is neceſ- 
ſar ary from Perſons entering as Members of 
the ſame: ſince their religious Opinions 
cannot be Matter of Indifference to the 


well being of ſuch a Seminary. 

The preſent Teſt is Subſcription to the 
Thirty-nine Articles: and this Teſt, it is 
acknowledged, has been required and ſub- 
mitted to, for near two Hundred Years. 

I will go farther, and add, that I wiſh 

Da... PO 
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it might have continued. without Impeach- 1 

ment for many Hundred Years more. - © 

But ſuppoſing any untoward and unex- ra 

pected Emergency to ariſe; is this Teſt, to 

in it's preſent identical Form, to be neceſ- 8 

farily and uniformly retained, without Li- W 

mitation or Alteration, in all Times, and bl 

under all Circumſtances whatſoever? So * 4 

ſome, znd here we muſt part. W 

The Neceſſity of the Times gave Riſe 0 

to this Teſt; the ſame Neceſſity may oblige ir 

us to Ace veith ſome of it's Forms. ſc 
| The venerable Sanction of Antiquity is a ir 
| Recommendation 1 in their favour; the Con- 1 
1 currence of wiſe, learned, and judicious en 
1] Perſons, who have lived before us, is an b. 
additional Recommendation. But as no ſa 
[ Legiſlators, on the one Hand, can foreſee Fl 
I what Emendations in any Inſtitution Time w 
=. may render abſolutely requiſite; ſo, on the a 
| 1 | other Hand, Limitations and Amendments 1 
4 may be introduced, without any Reflection n 
; upon the Virtue and good Senſe of our Al 
= Predeceſſors. The pregnant Principle of m 
Meceſſity may be urged upon this Occaſion 1 
with much greater Force, than in a late p 
5 | political Controverſy; and if the Conſide- | 
= ration of mere Antiquity is to overrule this r« 
[ Plea, Popery will ſtep in with her Petition P 
q o Grievances, and will claim to be heard. a 
1 The Abrogation of a Teſt, to be required e 
q of Perſons matriculated, i is out of the Queſ- v 
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tion; the Alteration '6f it is all hit hene 
inſiſted on; and even this only in Conſide- 
ration of the powerful Spirit of " Oppoſition | 
to the preſent Mode of Subſcription.” This 
Spirit it is not in our power to controul, 
we have nothing to do therefore but to 
Mütt it's Edge by prudent Anticipation. 

At the Time when the late Petition met 


| ich it's deſerved Repulſe | in the Houſe of 
Commons, the Friends of this Univerſity 


immediately expreſſed their Wiſhes, that 
ſome Alteration might be adopted, reſpect- 
ing the Buſineſs of Subſcription to Articles: 
Thoſe wiſhes are ſtill preſſed upon us from 
every Quarter; and the more fo, as our 
beſt Friends not only think ſome Alterations 
ſafe and practicable, but further are well 
aſſured, that unleſs we voluntarily comply, 
we ſhall be compelled to ſubmit upon dif- 
advantageous Conditions. 

Thus far, upon the Preſamption that 
nothing plauſible can be urged in Favour of 
an Alteration, and that the ſole Motive for 


making Conceſſions is the Spirit of Faction, 
and the perſevering Temper of a diſap- 
pointed Party. 


But can nothing popular, I will not ſay 
reaſonable, be advanced againſt the received 
Practice; chiefly in regard to young Perſons 
at Matriculation? In whatever Light we 
confider it, it appears in rather an unfa- 
Vourable one to thoſe at a Diſtance. They 
eſteem 
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eſteem the Age of twelve Years as too carly 
a Period to require Subſcription; Subſerip- 
tion they think implies an unfeigned aſſent 
to the Doctrines and Tenets therein con- 
tained; many of which, by reaſon of their 
tender and inexperienced Age, young Men 
are abſolutely incapable o underſtanding, 
Jo require it therefore they think highly 
unreaſonable, and unworthy a learned and 
reſpectable Body. Let is ſuch Aſſent ſup- 

poſed by the Gene rality to be really given; 


no explanatory Rule being laid down by 


Authority, to juſtify either an expreſs or a 
mental reſervation; and he that ſhould ſay 


that he ſubſcribed without believing, or 
thinking it was required of him to believe, 


what he had ſubſcribed, would lay himſelf 


open to the Charge of Prevarication. This 
Charge is continually thrown into the Teeth 


of ſuch Subſcribers in the Church, by the 
Diſſenters; and it muſt be owned, the Hea- 


then Maxim of old does not ſound very 

creditably in the Mouth of a Chriſtian 

Teacher, 

T.ingud juravi, mentem injuratam gero. 
But what ſays the Defender of this no- 

table Salvo? No Man of Senſe can think 

« that Subſcription to Articles, required of 


40 Perſons who have attained the twelfth 


« Year of their Age, can be meant to re- 
& quire a formal and explicit Aſſent to the 


66 Dine contained in them.—It never 
0 meant 
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05 meant, nor was it ever underſtood to 


„ to the Worſhip and Diſcipline of — 


Proof; at leaſt, I know ſome very, reſprlts. 


Mode of Subſcription, required of Perſons 
of twelve Years of -Age, be meant no more 


the room of ſuch Subſcription? All may 
not be poſſeſſed of the fone non-diftin- 


the young Men are not expected to give ol 


ta) 


«mean, any more than that it was a De- 
i elaration of the Perſon ſubſcribing, that 
& he was a Member of the Church of 
„ England; and as ſuch, would conform 


This is boldly ſaid, and certainly w 


ble Perſons in this Place, who have not yet 
Common Senfe enough to ſee this. Truth; 
unleſs perhaps till now when they are hap- 
pily thus better informed; However, I will 
cloſe with the Writer of the Caſe, Gc. 
upon this Footing; and if by the preſent 


than ſuch a Declaration, where can be the 
Harm of ſubſtituting ſuch a Declaration in 


guiſhing Faculty with this Writer in the 
preſent Caſe: He confeſſes them to be one 
and the ſame thing: He therefore can have 
no reaſonable Objection: they who think 
them different, may by this Exchange have 
their Objections removed. Whether this 
would not be a more open and liberal Me- 9 
thod of Proceeding, than by a formal Epi- 1 
nomit, under Sanction of the Univerſity, "th 
declaring that by Subſcription to Articles, = 


their Aﬀent to the Fofitions contained in | 9 | 
N Wen, 9 


624) 
dem,, let the unprejudiced determine. Be- 
5 ides will any Man of Senſe ſeriouſly affirm, 
that the. Univer ſity might conſiſtently with 
common Prudence avowedly undertake, in 
tt eſe. Times, by any new Statute, to ex- 
| plain away the Meaning, of an Act of Par- 
c lamenty i o as to elude che Force of it 
Se 70 
ba 5 4 does q c Writer ſs think 8 
is no Differ: ence between. ſubſcribing to the 
| Articles, and declaring, our Conſent to. the 
Worſhip. and Diſcipline . of the Church of 
England? Is every Poſition, contained in 
the Articles, either expreſſed or virtually 
implied in the Liturgy? And is Subſcrip- 
tion, to theſe Articles the only Teſt, that 
we are Members of the Proteſtant Religion, 
as by Law eſtabliſhed in theſe Kingdoms? 
What becomes then of the Bulk of the 
Peg} ple whoſe Attendance on the Service of 
the Church of England may be exemplary, | 
and their Conformity to the Liturgy ſincere; 
and who nevertheleſs never, heard of the 
Articles? I beg leave therefore ſtill to think 
not only that there is a wide Difference be- 
tween ſuch Declaration and ſuch Subſcrip- 
tion, but that the Writer of the Caſe is of 
the ſame Opinion. And if not; why this 


ſtrenuous Oppoſition to ſuch a ſubſtituted 


Form? eſpecially, as by the Conceſſion we 
loſe nothing of the Eſſence, 7p/o confitente; 

and by. being unſeaſonably en zee, may 
| be 


(.25 ) 
be treated, by thoſe who wiſh us no good, 
as Lord Peter was treated by fanatical John, 


whe not only ſtripped off the Lace, but 
tore the Coat into the Bargain. I wiſh 


theſe Apprehenſions were ill-founded: It 


is a good Maxim, Noli quieta turbare: But 
the Signal is already given, and the Cry 
for Alteration is gone forth; the Queſtion 
is, Whether we chooſe to capitulate, mak-. 
ing our own Terms, or to ſurrender at 
Diſcretion, 

I know that Firmneſs” 3 is the favourite 
Topic with ſome, and “ that we have no- 
& thing to do but to fit ſill.” But is it in 
our Power? And by being ſilent ourſelves, 
can we ſtop the Mouths of our Opponents? 


Before we determine thus, we ſhall do well 
to look about, and eſtimate our Forces. 


The very Perſons, who in the late Petition 


ſupported the Church, whiſper in the Ear 


of the Univerſities, that our preſent Mode 
of Subſcription, in all its Forms, is unte- 
nable Ground, and that unleſs we abandon' 
it, they muſt deſert us. If the Torrent is 
ſo prevalent, who would not wiſh to nar= 
row our Fences, rather than have them 


thrown open to every Invader? For my own. 


Part, I ſhould be ſorry to ſee the modelling 
of our Statutes, eſpecially ſuch as relate to 
Religious Reſtraints, in the Hands of any. 
Parliament, not excepting the preſent, 
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But, ſays the ſame Writer, before the 


Univerſity can diſpenſe with Subſcription, 


a new Mode of Proceeding muſt be en- 
joined by legal Authority. Otherwiſe, it 
will be a tacit Acknowledgment on the Part 

of the Univerſity, that the long eſtabliſhed 
Subſcription is indefenſible, or that it muſt 
no longer be conſidered as a Seminary for 


Members of the Church of England only.“ 


But has not the Writer himſelf ſuggeſted a 
new Mode of Proceeding; I mean the De- 


claration above mentioned? And what does 
He mean by legal Authority? He cannot 
ſurely doubt of the legal Authority of the 


Vniverſity to alter the Statutes made by it- 


ſelf. And if ſuch Alteration be a tacit Ac- 


 knowledgment that the preſent Mode is in- 


defenſible; what then? Is not a tacit Ac- 
knowledgment as reputable, in this Caſe, 


as an open One? For my Part, I ſhall never 


think it a Diſgrace to acknowledge myſelf 


in an Error, much leſs to acknowledge that 
others might have erred before me; and, 
leaſt of all, to acknowledge, that to pre- 
ſerve the Body we ſhould do wiſely to lop 


off a Limb. And' ſuppoſing it true, that 
the Univerlity is a Seminary for the Mem- 
bers of the Church of England only; yet 
how do we enforce the contrary, by adopt- 
ing the Declaration, the Eſſence of which 


is, Conformity to the Doctrine and Diſci- 


pline of the Church of England? 
Upon 


* 


627) 
| Upon the Whole, I ſee nothing formi- 
dable in the Propoſal for an Alteration as 
above reſtrained. But I tremble at the Con- 
ſequences of an obſtinate Perſeverance in 
the received Form: as by an ill-judged 
Firmneſs we may oblige our Superiors not 
only to exempt old as well as young from 
Subſcription, but to leave nothing to be 
ſubſcribed by either in the "NAP of . 4 
ſtitution. 


OxroRD, March 5 1772. 
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No. IV. 85 


HE Deſign of the Author of the Caſe 
of Subſcription, &c. was to vindi- 
cate the Eſtabliſhment and Continuance of 


the preſent Mode of Subſcription, upon the 
only Principle, as he apprehends, which 


can vindicate either. The Explanation 
upon which the Vindication reſts is not his 
own: He received it'from his Tutor, and 
always communicated it to his Pupils before 
their Matriculation. 


He had Reaſon to ſuppoſe, that Perſons 


ö abroad did not ſee the Thing in- its true 


Light. He endeavoured to repreſent it in 
ſuch a one, as might not only ſkreen the 
Univerfity from the Reproach of an abſurd 


and arbitrary Conduct, in requiring from 
young People a formal Aſſent to the Truth 


of Propoſitions which they knew it was 


impoſſible for them to underftand ; but to 
undeceive thoſe who might think, without 


further Reflection, that we required ſuch an 
Aﬀent. He knows his Attempt has ſa- 


tisfied ſome reaſonable and reſpectable 


Men, who are Friends to the Univerſity,— 


He never expected it would fatisfy its 
Enemies. He thought it might furniſh 
an Argument of Defence to thoſe who 
might be willing to favour us with their 

Protection, 
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protection, by which a good Face at leaſt 
might be put upon the Matter, and our 


Cenſurers might ſee, that our Practice was 


not ſo indefenſible as they imagined. 


He cannot poſſibly have any Objection 


to the pro) jected Mode of Declaration, con- 


fidered in itſelf, as he thought, and ſtill 
thinks, that it does not at all differ from 
the preſent Mode of Subſcription rightly 


underſtood; but there may be Objections 


to the ersten conſidered in its Con- 


ſequences. 

The Attack upon our Sabſcripticn too 
its Riſe from that which was made upon 
the whole Body of the Articles. The 
Church of England was not to be taken 
by Storm; our Adverſaries have a Mind to 
be what they can do by Sap. They are 
Hrſt to get the Univerſity to acknowledge, 
that they have been very wrong in requir- 


ing from young Perſons, at their Matri- 
culation, an Acquięſcencè in, for I can never 
call it an Aſent to, the Doctrines of the 


Church, into the Faith of which they were 
baptized, This will not fatisfy. The 
next Step will be, to exempt all, who are - 


to take Degrees, from the Obligation to 


ſubſcribe the Articles, except perhaps, for 
the preſent, Degrees in Divinity ; by 
which Means, Perſons of any or no Reli- 
gion, may have. a Claim to the Honours 
of the Unixerſity, in direct Contradiction 
to 
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10 the Nature of its Inſtitution, and all the 


Principles of its Polity. The Senſe of the 
Univerſity will afterwards be brought ag 


an Argument for totally aboliſhing a Sub- 

ſcription, which they have acknowledged 

to be indefenſible, as intolerable to the 

Conſciences of many; and therefore is a 
Grievance that ought to be removed from 

the Conſciences of all who feel the Weight 

of it. This Chain of Conſequences is not 

improbable, if we conſider the Priggples 

and Deſigns of our Reformers. 
But what ſhall we do with the Oath of 


Supremacy, which an A& of Parliament 


obliges many. Perſons in this Place to take 


at the Age of eighteen Years, as the Uni- 
verſity Statute does all at the Age of ſixteen 
Years? This has a powerful Sanction, 


and J ſuppoſe we do not intend to alter it. 


And yet I apprehend, that the Oathᷣ ſtands 


in Need of the ſame Grains of Allowance 
as the Subſcriptiun. The young People, 
. who are obliged to take it, /wear againſt 
the Pope's Supremacy, in all Matters 
Ecchfiaſtical and Spiritual, without know- 
ing any Thing more about it Ron they do 
of the Articles. 

If our Plea 1s a reaformble one, no rea- 
ſonable Man will be angry for having had 
it offered to his Conſideration. If mere 
prudential Reaſons ſhould preponderate in 
the . of thoſe who are well affected 


to 
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to us, they ought to be 8 and 


they will be duly attended to. But the 
Author of #he Caſe, &c. thinks, that upon 


this Occaſion we ought to ſhew a proper 
Reſpect to our Chancellor. — That as the 


Subſcription was eſtabliſhed upon the Re- 
commendation of one Chancellor, it ought 


not to be cancelled but upon the Judgment 


and eren of anther, | 
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ME ſedate Author of © 88 
| on the Expediency of making ſome 
Alteration,” &c. ſeems to found his Ar- 
guments upon falſe Principles. His Fears 
make him forget what Ground he treads 
upon. He trembles az”? Things which 
are not, namely, * Conſequences.” He 
' ſounds a Retreat, before He ſees the Face 
of an Enemy. He flies, before any Man 
is ready to purſue; and that with ſuch 
thoughtleſs Precipitation, as to leave Reaſon 
far behind him; and neither to know, 
poor Man! wherefore, nor whither, he 13 
running. He © agrees“ however to the 
Truth of ſome Facts, which had been 
mentioned in the Caſe fated, and then ſays, 
he © will go farther, and add”? to theſe 
Facts — what Fact? why, a WIS H. — He 


aſſerts it to be © SUFFICIENT for our Pur- 


pole to know that the preſent Mode of Sub- 


ſcription to the thirty-nine Articles was 


injoined by an Univerſity Statute, made 


at the Inſtance of our Chancellor, Lord 
Leiceſter.”*—But He is by much too haſty 
in making this Aſſumption : For Expediency 
, ought to be poſtponed to Right and Autho- 


rity. This Univerſity Statute, though 


made at the Inſtance of our Chancellor 


Leiceſter, 


6330 


| Leiceſter, was adopted into the ſifbſequient 


Code, compil'd by Arch-Biſhop Lauch and 
enacted by the Joint Authority of the 
Sovereign aa the Univerſity, It is or- 
dain'd by the Statutes of this Code, that 
no Alteration ſhall be made in them, by 
any inferior Power to that, by which they 


were enacted : And every Member of 'our 
legiſlative Body is forbid upon Oath to 
confent to the making of any ſuch Alte- 


ration. Expediency” therefore, or which 


is the ſame Thing, „the Neceſſity of the 
Times, which gade Riſe to this Teſt” of 
_ Subſcription, cannot oblige us to diſpenſe 


with any of it's Forms ; becauſe ſuch Ne- 
ceſſity, though a ſufficient Motive to thoſe, 
who had Authority, to effabhſþ theſe Forms, 


would be no Warrant to us, to remove any 


of them, who are under a ſacred Obligation 
NOT © to diſpenſe with them.” The 
pregnant Principle of Neceſſity“ is in 
Truth pregnant with nothing elſe, but Miſ- 


chief: It is oftentimes imaginary or fifti- 
tious: It is always the arbitrary Subſtitute 


of Right, and derives all it's Force from 
Power It is deſervedly excluded from 
every other but © political Controverſy,” 
and is unqueſtionably the worſt of Anſwers 


that a Proteſtant could make to the Pre- 


tended Plea of Priority of Right, or N 
popiſh Petition of Grievances.” 5 * 


KA 


If many * Friends of the Univerſity have 


expreſſed their Wiſhes, that ſome Alteration 
might be adopted; and “ thoſe Wiſhes 
are ſtill preſſed upon us from every Quar- 
ter,” it is ſurprizing, that many Perſons 
reſident in this Univerſity, whoſe Ears and 
Eyes are open to publick Occurrences, 
mould never, before their reading of theſe 
Conſiderations, have received the Infor- 


mation. Suppoſe. however the Truth of 


theſe gratis Di&a : and what Anticipation 
in our Part can be © pruden?” enough to 
ſtop the Progreſs or aſſuage the Fury © of 
this powerful Spirit of Oppoſition ?*? Can 
the wary and provident Author of Con/ide- 
rations imagine, that, contrary to the Ex- 
perience of antient and modern Times, the 
« Spirit of Faction“ can be appeaſed by 
moderate Conceſſions ?” That the © per- 
ſevering Temper of. a diſappointed Party” 
: wil voluntarily deſiſt, before the Dominion 
Grace is a ſecond Time eſtabliſhed in 
| ff Ruin of Ordinances; and the Spirit of 
Faction, ſtrengthened by Conceſſions, is 
become ſuperior to all Controll? 

The Author's © plauſible and popular” 
Arguments are unwarrantable and incon- 
cluſive. If the Expoſtulations of * thoſe 
at a Diſtance” be, as he intimates they are, 
«* znreaſonable ;”” what Concluſions are to 


be deduced from them? Why does this 


grave and argumentative Writer obtrude 


upon 


us 


upon the Notice of a learned Univerſity the 
Prattlings of ſuch Infants in Argumen- 


tation? Why does He not rather admoniſh 


them in private to be modeſt and ſilent; 
till they can talk like Men; till they can 
utter Things regſonable, and worthy of the 
Attention of a learned and reſpectable 
Body? Why ſhould he ſo much encou- 
rage their Vanity, as to repeat from them 


the Latin Sentences which they have learned 


by Heart, but . know not how to apply? 


He ought to have taught them, that jurare 


ſignifies Zo take an Oath, not to ſubſcribe: 
And further, that they certainly muſt 


miſtake, if they ſuppoſe the Author of the 


Caſe ſtated to have ſuggeſted, that ſome 
Members of this Univerſity ſubſcribe with 


their Hand, but #eep their Mind diſengaged. 


That elegant and rational Writer maintains, 


that young Perſons of the Age of twelve 
| ſubſcribe to the Articles WITHOUT mental 


Reſervation : That they declare for the 
preſent, that they are bona fide Members of 
the Church 'of England ; and do not reſerve 


in their Minds an Intention of leparating 
from it's Worſhip and Diſcipline.— If there 


be any © reſpeQable Perſons in this Place,“ 


who © have not yet, unleſs till ace, com- 
mon Senſe enough to ſee“ the Difference 
between the Doctrine of the Caſe frated and 
the Repreſentation given of it by the 
Author of Confiderations, they muſt indeed 
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karl 6c. poſſeſſed of a non-diſtinguiſhing Fa- < 


Meh and muſt derive their Reſpectability + + 
from other Endowments than thoſe of b 
the Underſtanding. 
The Writer. of Conſiderations i is 2 «Parſe d 
of very extraordinary Intelligence. He F 
receives important Informations by private if 
Whispers; ; and thinks too, that by a pe- F 
culiar Faculty of Diſcernment He knows v 
the Opinions of other Men, better than a 
themſelves do. Thus he © modeſtly begs g 
Leave to think,” that the Author of the ſc 


Caſe ſtated is of the ſame Opinion with P 
the Author of Con/iderations; though he 


acknowledges concerning that ingenious al 
Perſon, that he writes in Support of a con- E 
trary Opinion. Perhaps the learned Gen- p. 
tleman, thus injured, may do himſelf if 
Juſtice: He may vindicate his Honour ; B 
though his Arguments do not ſeem to need W 
a Vindication; but, it is probable, when 5 
attentively and impartially examined, will * 


be generally approved. For though the th 
& Coat of Lord Peter is ſtripped and torn;' 


there is not as yet any Hole to be found in th 
the Coat of this honeſt Mas tin: And he ta 
will probably be able to preſerve it entire, m 


and keep © fanatical Fohn” at a proper of 
Diſtance, At leaſt, He ſeems to be a Per- fo 
ſon of more Diſcernment, as well as For- Ce 
titude, than either to think that after! the Pr 
igual: is as he can wand upon his. Su 

2 own. 


” AW 
own Terms;” or, to take it for granted, 
that, if he waits the. Aſſault, he ſhall ſoon 
be campelled * to furrender at Diſcretion.” 


Courage, dear Sir; and pluck up your 


drooping Spirits, Pray, a little Chriſtian 


Patience and manly Reſolution! and rather 


jet us be deſerted by all our whiſpering | 


Friends, than ourſelves fly from our Ad- 
vantage-Ground, and baſely defert our 


appointed Station. Conſider, Sir, what 
great and unforeſeen |. Advantages have 
ſometimes accrued from Firmneſs” and 


Perſeverance. S0 long as our preſent 


Ground is tenable, let us not wilfully 


abandon it to any pert. Invader. The 


Torrent” may poſſibly be diverted from it's 


preſent Courſe ; or it may in Time ſubſide, 
if we prudently /uppert our Fences :* 
But it ſurely is not the Seaſon for tampering 
with the Fences, while the Waters rage : 
To © narrow' the Banks; would be a 
Work of Difficulty and Danger, to remove 
them would be Deſtruction. | 

The Author of the Caſe has alerted, that 


the Subſcription of Perſons, who have at- 
tained the twelfth Year of their Age, © can 
mean no more, than that they are Members 


of the Church of England, and will con- 


form to it's Worſhip,“ &c. Which the 


Conſiderer ſeems to think equivalent to this 


Propoſition, namely, that Declaration by 
Subſcription is * ; and is the only 


Thing 


TW) 


Thing neceſſary to conſlitute a Member 4 
the Church eſtabliſhed. ** Does the Au- 
thor of the Caſe really think, ſays he, that 
there is no Difference between ſubſcribin 

to Articles, and declaring Aſſent to Wor- 
ſhip,” &c. that © Subſcription to the Ar- 


ticles is the o Teſt, Rc. What then, 


ſays he, becomes of the Bulk of the People, 
who never heard of the Articles ?* That 
learned Writer does not ſeem, by what he 
has ſaid, to have thought any ſuch Thing, 
The peculiar Subject of his Treatiſe is the 
Subſcription of Members of this Univerfity : 

He thinks it expedient that a/! theſe ſhould 
declare themfelves Members of the Church 


eftabhſhed ; and that Boys of twelve Years of 


Age do make this, and only this, Decla- 
ration, by their Subſcription to the Articles. 
The Bulk of the People” may be very 
good Churchmen, without Subſcription; 
and might be very bad ones with it: But 
they are neither under the Authority of 


this Unziver/ity, nor under the Author's 


Conſideration: And He is too accurate a 
Writer to intermix Impertinencies with 
Things eſſential. 

What is the Act of Parliament chat ter- 
rifies the Conſiderer? If he alludes to the 
Act of Uniformity, his Apprehenſions are 
groundleſs : Becauſe the propoſed Epinomis 
is intended for. young Perſons, incapable 


of f Judging of the Doctrines of the Church: 


Whereas 


( 39 ) . 


Whereas the ex animo Subſcription required 


by the Act of Uniformity, reſpects only 


ſuch Perſons, as are ſuppoſed to be capable 


of teaching and explaining them. The diſ- 


cerning Author of the State does not in- 


ſinuate that the Epinomis ſhould affect thoſe 
who do underſtand the Articles, but only 
thoſe who do not yet underſtand them : 
And thinks, that all popular Objections 
againſt this Subſcription might be defeated, 


ſhould it be declared by an explanatory | 
Appendix, that Perſons of very tender Years 


give all that Aſent to the Articles, which 


it is poſſible for them to give; and together 


with that an Engagement for actual Con- 
formity. 


By the Conſtitutions and approved eas 


tice of the Church, rfants enter into the 


Chriſtian Covenant, though incapable of 


underſtanding or knowing the Conditions 


of it.— Lou will ſay perhaps, theſe Infants 
have their Sponſors; and the young Matri- 
culate ought to have his. Be it ſo. If 
you think the Security inſufficient, add, if 
you pleaſe, that of Bondſmen to his per- 


lonal Obligations. He is of Age to anſwer, 


in ſome Meaſure at leaſt, for himſelf, For 
no Perſon gains Admiſſion here, who is 
not arrived at ſome Degree of Underſtanding; 
few, that are unlearned. Let thoſe, whom 


it concerns, inſtruct each Candidate for 


Matriculation to the Extent of his Capacity. 
3 Perhaps : 
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Perhaps it may be found upon Teal, that 
every ſuch Candidate has Capacity to learn 
as much, as the propoſed Stroſtitute can | 
feach, If he has, he needs no Sponſor; h 
if he has not, let the Sponſor engage to | 
give him the neceffary Aſſiſtance. If the 
Candidate finds Difficulties that appear 
unſurmountable, then let him RETREAT.— 
Without Controverſy, This Univerſity, by . 
it's Inſtitution, or rather by it's Conſti- : 
tution, is a Place of Education for none | 
but Members of the Church of England. : 
Conformity to the Worſhip and Articles of 5 
the Church is indifpenſably injoined by 1 
her Statutes. This is known to all. Such 8 
Perſons, as knowing her Conditions ap- 1 
Prove of them, and will /ub/cribe in Teſ- 1 
0 
* 
P 
d 
8 
h 
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timony of their Approbation, will find a 
velcome Reception. Perſons of a different 
Perſuaſion, Perſons who cannot with a 

good Conſcience ſubſcribe, may have Re- 
courſe to other learned Seminaries, whoſe 

Conſtitution is more conformable to their 

Tenets and Inclinations. 

But why, the Conſiderer may ftill aſk, 
ſhould not the Declaration ſo much ſpoken 
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of be deemed ſufficient, without Subſcrip- 5 
tion? — For many Reaſons: Becauſe, for \ 
Inftance, unwritten Words are tranſient fo 
and unſtable: An oral Declaration may be - 
equivocal :- It may ſoon become, alas! f 
Matter of mere Form : Through Inat- 


1 | tention, 
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| tention), or through ſome evil Principle, it 


may be wholly neglected: It may be made 


unadviſedly: It may be treated "by many 
as of little Obligation, —On the contrary, 
Litera ſeripta MANET. Formal Subſcrip- 

tion to determinate Propofitions precludes 
| Equivocation : It is neceflarily attended 
with Ceremonies (the Preſence and Mo- 
nitions of our chief Magiſtrate, &c.) which 


preſerve. it's Eſſence : For the ſame Reaſon, 
it will not be neglected; or performed with- 


out Caition: Though an oral Declaration 
oftentimes paſſes for nothing with thought- 
leſs or unprincipled Men; yet a manual 


Signature is too preciſe aT eſtimony of a 


deliberate Act to be hghtly regarded: And 
laſtly, We ought not to acquieſce in an 
oral Declaration, becauſe a Statute, which 
we have not a competent Authority to alter, 
pbperemptorily requires SUBSCRIPTION. 


In our Siſter-Univerſity we have a lau- 


dable and encouraging Example. With a 
Spirit worthy of their Station, her Rulers 
have ſucceſsfully reſiſted the Faction and 
Licentiouſneſs of ſome, and the imper- 
tinent © Whiſpers,” or Suggeſtions of 
others. And ſhall this Univerſity, the 


Mirror of Conſtancy and ſtedfaſt Virtue, 


tremble at the Cry of Alteration, and think 
of adopting the timid Maxim of © lopping 


off a Limb to ſave the Body.” The Cow- 


ard deſerves a thouſand Deaths, who in a 
5 G militant 


* 


( 42 ) 


militant State compounds for Life by the 


Loſs of a Limb, whichought to be exerciſed 


in the Defence of Life. If he adds Perfidy 
to his Cowardice ; if being ſworn to obey ; 
and commanded to defend an important 


Fortreſs, he traiterouſly ſurrender it; What 
Diſgrace and Puniſhment can be equal to 


his Crimes? The ordinary Iſſue is, that 
ſhunning the Danger of an honourable 


Death, and ſhrinking from the Sword of 


War; he inadvertently encounters with 


| that of Juſtice, and dies the Death of a 


Traitor. 


Why ſhould we abandon es to 
Deſpondency? as if our Enemies were 


mighty, and our Friends unfaithful ? — 


why ſhould we not hope for Good from 


the Mildneſs and Juſtice of our governing 


Superiors, from whom we deſerve the beſt 


of Treatment ?—But, if this Univerſity 
muſt nos be the only Object of Perſecution 
in the Britiſh Dominions : And if the 


Cry, which is gone out” againſt us muſt 


prevail; —it were better for us to fall by the 
Hand of another, than by our own. 


 OxrorD, March 27th, 1772. 
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No. VI. 


Obſervations on. two Anonymous Pa- 


pers, publiſhed on March the 21 9 


and 27th; againſt the Com fide- 


rations on the Expediency, Gc. 


dated March the 19th, 1772. 


HE. Author of the Caſe of Saber p. 
tion, &c. having in his candid De- 


fence joined Iſſue in the main Point with 
the Author of the Confiderations on the 
Expediency of making ſome Alterations, &c. 
a farther Reply on the Subject was deemed 
unneceſſary ; but a direct Attack on the 
Conſiderations, &c. having appeared ..Yeſ- 


terday Evening, it may be proper to ſay 


ſomething further in Anſwer to both. 
The Author of the Confiderations was 


not vain enough to imagine, that he could. 
bring over 'to his own way of thinking, 
all the Members of Convocation. His 
ſole View in publiſhing his Sentiments was, 
that they might be weighed before the 


Repeal of the Statute requiring Subſcrip- 
tion at Matriculation came before them in 


their legiſlative Capacity, And he has 


the Satisfaction to find that a very conſider- 


able Number of the moderate Members of | 
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that venerable Houſe concur with him in 


Opinion : but he is ſurprized that any of 
that Body ſhould write with ſo little Temper 


as the Author of the laſt Paper. However, 

let this be conſidered as a ſufficient Ani- 
madverſion on that Part of it; which * 
beg leave to quit for the preſent. | 


As the Author of the Caſe of Subſerip- 


tion ingenuoully acknowledges that He 


cannot poſſibly have any Ohjection to 


* the projected Mode of Declaration, con- 


** fidered in itſelf, I begin with the Con- 


ſequences, which he is e may 


enſue from an Alteration. 


It is agreed that * the Attack upon our 


8 Subſcription took its Riſe from that 


„ which was made upon the whole Body 
. of the Articles:“ and it does not appear 
that certain Members of the Houſe of 
Commons had any Intention, when the 
Petition was preſented, of proceeding fur- 


ther than the aboliſhing Subſcription at 
Matriculation. But even ſuppoſing they 


meant to have exempted all /ay Degrees 
from what appeared to them an unwarrant- 
able Reſtraint, what great Inconvenience 
would ariſe either to the Univerſities, or _ 
to the Church of England, I cannot fee; 
Yrovided a Declaration agreeable to the 


Acts of Uniformity were made by the 


Candidates. By this Barrier we fhould 


| ſecure their Attendance on the ſolemn 
| | Services 


„ 


Services and Rites of 1 and full- 


ciently preclude their Oppoſition to either 


the eſtabliſhed Worſhip or to the Doctrine 
and Diſcipline of the Church. Further 


than this we ought on no Conſideration to 


go in our Conceſſions; and I think no 
Member of the. legiſlative. Body of this 
Realm would think of proceeding further, 
except we ſhew a determined Reſolution 
of making no Alteration: in which Caſe, 
it is impoſſible to ſay without a prophetic 
Spirit what may be done. I might mention 
— I have heard from ſome Members of 
both Houſes of Parliament, and what 
they apprehend would be the Conſequence; 
but it might again be ſaid that this 
« is ſounding a Retreat before the Face 


© of the Enemy is ſeen.” I therefore for- 
bear, and beg leave only to add, that when 


this Point was agitated in the Houſe of 
Commons, though it appeared that the 
Church of England and the Univerſities 


had ſo many warm Advocates, not one 
ſingle Member of that Body, however 


well affected to us, could alledge one 
alleviating Circumſtance in our Behalf. 

In reſpect to the Oath of Supremacy, 
it is -apprehended to be foreign to the 


preſent Subject. None but Romaniſts can 


object to it; whom it is our Duty to 


guard againſt by all poſſible Means: 


neither have we Power to ſuſpend the 
| = Ope- 


„„ 
Operation of the Act which obliges many 
in this Place to take it. Beſides that 
there ſeems to be an effential Difference 
between the negative Declaration againſt 
the Power of the Pope or any other 
foreign Prince in theſe Realms, and a 
poſitive Aſſent to the Truth of a large 
Collection of abſtruſe Theological Points, 
A young Perſon pf 16 or 18 Tears of 
Age may be ſufffeiently ſenſible of the 
Reaſon of the one, when it is ſcarcely, 
poſſible he ſhould be a 296: e Judge 
pot the other.. 5 
T ſhould proceed & to communicate me 
« of the prudential Reaſons, which have 
“ preponderated in the Judgment of thoſe 
* who are well affected to us,” were it 
not for the Reaſon juſt given: but cannot 
forbear mentioning that I am credibly 
Informed, that when all the Biſhops, who 
were in London, (nineteen in Number) 
met on the gth Inſtant, and conferred 
together on the preſent Queſtion, ' they were 
all unanimous that ſomething effeQtual 
 qught to be done, and that ſoon, by each 
Univerſity. They were of Opinion that 
the . beſt Line that could be drawn was 
that which the Act of Uniformity preſcri- 
bed; and ſaw no Reaſon for continuing 
any further Reſtraint on the other Mem- 
bers of either Body, except that all thoſe 
who. are, or may be, admitted into "Corr 
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convocation or Senate ſhould be l to 


ſubſcribe to the xxxix Articles. As their 
Lordſhips therefore cannot be ſuppoſed 
to have been influenced in their Opinions 
by any other Conſiderations than the 
Good of thoſe Seminaries of which they 


are, or have been, Members, their Propoſal 
will certainly deſerve a ſerious Conſidera- 
tion, if it ever comes before the Univer- 


ſities in Form. It will alſo I preſume be 


granted, that They have the 3 9 


the Church of England at Heart as much 
as ourſelves ; and are as good Judges as 
we can be of what Conceſhons the Times 
require ſhould be made. I have alſo Au- 
thority to add, that our Chancellor and 


two Repreſentatives are ſatisfied, that it is 


incumbent on us to make ſome Alteration 


in reſpect to our preſent Mode of Subſcrip- 
tion ; and that his Lordſhip, who (as I am 


informed) has already recommended this 


Matter in a very judicious Letter to the 
| Conſideration of his Deputy and Aſſeſſors 


above a Month ſince, intends to apply 
ſoon to Convocation on the ſame Subject. 


I come now to that Paper of the 27th 


Inſtant, and here I hope the Author does 


not expect I ſhould follow him Step by 
Step. Whatever he may think, I truſt the 


other Members of Convocation will judge 


it ſufficient, if an Anſwer be given to 


the 


i 
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the few Points which may be thought to 
have Weight. 

If our bchor had examined the Charters 
; of the two Univerſities he would not have 
declared fo peremptorily that * this Uni- 
« verſity, by it's Inſtitution, or rather 
% Conſtitution, is a Place of Education 
(c for none but Members of the Church of 
« England.” The Charter of Edward III. 


to the Univerſity of Cambridge, and the 


Charter of Henry IV. to that of Oxford, 
plainly ſhew, that they were conſidered 
in thoſe Days (long after their Inſtitution) 
as Seminaries of the liberal Arts, open 
to all Comers, without Diſtinction of Re- 
ligion or Country. Students from all Parts 
of Europe reſorted hither accordingly, till 


the Reformation naturally reduced their 
Numbers. The Bounds were ſome Time 


after this ſtill more contracted by the Re- 
quiſition of Subſcription to the Articles in 
Queen Elizabeth's Time: Since which it 
is agreed that this Univerfity has been 
conſidered as a Place of Education, for 


the moſt Part, for the Church of England; 


as none but it's Members can enjoy any 
Emolument, or proceed to Degrees in the 
Ordinary Way without Subſcriptions : but 
even now it” is not quite 10 circumſcribed 
as our Author aſſerts. We have had not 
long fince foreign Gentlemen of different 


Religions, who have been admitted to ſtudy 


In 


( 49 ) 
in the Libraries, and have received the 
Benefit of our public Lectures; and have 
at this Day ſome Gentlemen from Ruſſia 
of the Greek Religion, whom their Empreſs 
ſent over to ſtudy in this Place; who, by 
being admitted to refide in Colleges or 
Halls, and living in common with their 
felpective Societies, enjoy nearly all the 
b of Gremial Members. 

This Author aſſerts poſitively, that © we 
©* have not a competent Authority to alter 
« the Statute, which peremptorily requires 
FE Subſcription. He will not ſay, how- 
ever, that we have not ſometimes made 
Alterations in Statutes, which are of equal 
Obligation. 'The Statute relative to Aca- 
demical Habits, which we new modelled 


within theſe two Years, is ſurely not for- 


gotten, I might point out ſeveral others, 
which in the Courſe of theſe laſt twenty 
Years have been amended or explained: 
but it is needleſs to dwell longer on he 
Fact. Let us ſee how the Right, or 


5 Authority,” ſtands. This Point it is con- 
feſſed is not ſo clear at firſt Sight : It may 


ſtill be remembered what warm Altercations 


it has produced on ſome former Occaſions. 


The Arguments then uſed might be here 


repeated, if it were deemed neceſſary. It 
was admitted, during the Controverſy, on 


both Sides, that our municipal Laws (the 
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Statutes, I mean, which we had framed 


. by our ſole Authority) might be -altered at 
Pleaſure: but it was ſtrongly objected by 


one of the Parties, that we could under no 
Pretence whatever meddle with the Royal 


| Statutes, without expreſs Authority. from 
the. King. Here again another Diſtinction 


was made between the Royal Statutes, 
Some ſuppoſed that by theſe Words were 
meant all ſuch - Statutes, as had been ſent 


; down to us from ſome of our Sovereigns, 


or at leaſt had been confirmed by them, in 


Contradiſtinction to the Laudian Code: 


while others comprehended all thoſe as 
well as the other under that | Anon i 
becauſe King Charles I. confirmed them 


all. What was the Conſequence ? A Caſe 


was tated, and laid before Meſſrs. Wilbra- 


| bam and Moreton, who. were clearly of 


Opinion, that we might alter all or. any 
of our Statutes, without Diſtinction, or 
Royal Licence. The Alteration propoſed 
was made accordingly : and the laſt Statute 


we altered was one of thoſe, which King 


Charles had ſent us ſome Time before he 


confirmed our preſent Body, of Statutes. 
The Plea therefore de Rar and de Fatt 


muſt be given up; as we cannot pretend 


to take Shelter under it. 


The Author of the Conſiderations 


| deer & himſelf that he is open to Con- 


Vickion! ; 


* 2 AS 880 F 8. 88 


— 


„„ OM 
viction: but cannot ſay that he thinks 
with the Author of the Paper of the 
27th that the preſent Mode of Subſerip- 
tion is ſo effectual an Excluſion of Pas 
piſts, or Diſſenters, as the propoſed Decla- 
ration. All that is urged in Favour of the 
firſt Mode, holds in his Opinion equally 
ftrong in Favour of the latter. The Decla- 
ration would be made equally in the Pre- 
ſence of the chief Magiſtrate, Tutor, &c; 
ſo that nothing © would be loſt of the 
“Ceremony, or of any Thing elſe, which 
“ preſerves it's Eſſence; for which Reaſon 
„ it would not be neglected, or performed 
„ without Caution.” A manual Signature 
it is thought equally admits of Equivo- 
cation as an ofal Declaration. And though 
it be true, that unwritten Words are in 
their Nature © more tranſient and unſtable? _ 
than a Subſcription, yet It does not ſeem 
to hold in the preſent Caſe, For if + by 
the Subſcription of young Perſons no- 
„thing more be meant, than that they 
4 are Members of the Church of England; 
& and will conform to it's Worſhip, 
this End ſurely will be better anſwered by 
an expreſs Declaration to that Effect, than 
by a forced traditionary Conſtruction, un- 
ſupported by any legal Sanction. This 
Inconvenience has beſides been judged to 
ariſe from ſuch an Explanation, that young 
Minds, being ſo early taught an Inſtance 
pn ͤũ 7ĩ1ẽP—!•hͥ⸗ H 2 „„ 
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of Peſuitifm by their Tutors, will * but 


too much inclined to extend it to all the 
other ſolemn Obligations, which in their 


maturer Years they may have Occaſion to 


take upon them. Again, I am perſuaded 
that a ſolemn Declaration will be a better 
Security than a Subſcription in the Manner 
it is generally managed : for there are 


many in this Place, who, as I have often 


heard them ſay, knew not they had ſub- 
icribed to the Articles till they ſaw the 


Vicechancellor's Certificate. Beſides, are 
not all the public Subſcriptions made rather 


before one of the menial Officers of the 


Univerſity than before the chief Magi- 
ſtrate? Whereas it is hoped that the pro- 
poſed Declaration would never be made 


but in his Preſence. In a Word, there 


is great. Reaſon to imagine that within the 


laſt ten Years two Papiſts have been matri- 
culated, who doubtleis thought that by 


the Act of Matriculation nothing more 
was intended than to regiſter their Names 


with their own Hands among the other 


3 Sons of our Alma Mater : but the Caſe might 


have been different, had they been required 


to profeſs themſelves Members of the 


Church of Eng/and in clear and explicit 
: 15 Terms. 


The Example of our Sifter Univerſity 


is Next propoled for our Imitation : and 1 


confeſs 
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confeſs that every Motion of ſo refaaſtalilla 
2 Body in a Caſe which concerns them 


almoſt equally with us, deſerves. our At- 
_ tention. But what has been done at Cam- 

bridge? Our Author. informs us that with 
«A, Spirit worthy of their Station, her 


« Rulers have ſucceſsfully reſiſted the 


« Faction and Licentiouſneſs of ſome, and 
« the impertinent Whiſpers,” or Suggeſ- 
tions of others: but is not this Information 
as mere a gratis dictum, as any Thing in 
the Conſiderations? However, as the In- 
titations ſuggeſted in that Paper have now 
been fully explained, it is hoped our Au- 


thor, in Imitation of this Example, will 


ive us a more circumſtantial Detail of 
— the Rulers of that learned Body have 
done, if he expect we ſhould follow them: 


| Otherwiſe it may be ſuſpected he derives 
all his Authority from News-papers, than 


which nothing is in general more fallacious. 
In the preſent Caſe there is the higheſt 
Probability, that they have yet come to 
no Determination. The public Papers 
(if any Credit is to be given to them) 
mentioned ſome Time ſince, that the 
Senate had appointed nine of their Mem- 
bers, who, together with the Vicechan- 
cellor, were to form a Syndicate to conſider 


of what might be expedient to be done. 


Whether they have made their Report, 
| and 
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and what it was; or what Reſolution the 
governing Part of that Univerſity have 


entered upon in Conſequence, has not 
been communicated to the Public through 


the ſame Channel, as far as my Infor- 


mation reaches, which I think would 


ſearcely have been omitted, if their Re- 


ſolution had been formed, as is pretended. 
1 have ſtill a better Reaſon upon which 
I ground my Suſpicion that this Intelligence 
is premature; vis. that as the chief 


Magiftrate of that Body, as I am cre- 
ibi informed, acquainted our preſiding 
Magiſtrate, that their Members had re- 


commended to them to take ſome Mea- 


ſures to pacify the public Clamours in 
regard to Subſcription, in Conſequence 


of this they were deliberating what Plan 


ſhould be purſued. Now as a reſpectful 


Anſwer is ſaid to Ante been ſent from 
hence, and no Anſwer yet received, I muſt 
beg Leave ſtill to tuſpend my Belief as to 
this Article. 


Our Author concludes his Paper with an 


Exhortation to Firmneſs, in a Style truly 
rhetorical and pathetic. But the Uni- 


verſity is not to be influenced by mere 
Declamation. Words directed to rouze 


the Paſſions of grave and learned Men 
loſe their Effect; while Reaſons propoſed 
to their Underſtanding _ have Weight. 


Upon 


Erg . C 


4 
Upon the Whole, I hope our brave Cham- 
pion will reſerve his Courage for ſome 
fitter Occaſion ; and, though he ſeems 

to deteſt an Act of Suicide, I flatter my+ 
ag he will have no Opportunity given 
him of becoming Cones op 1 
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=... podionty of making fome Alteration 
in regard to & ubſcription in the 


XXXIX Articles in this Univer- 


.. 


HE Author of the f Conſiderationc, 
&c. has already delivered both his 


own Sentiments upon the Subject, as drawn 


from prudential Motives, and the Senti- 
ments of ſome others, as drawn from the 
Reajen of the Thing. How far they have 
Reaſon on their Side, He does not ſay. 


The following Reflections may come in 
aid of what has been already advanced on 
this ſide of the Queſtion, which ſeems di- 


viſible into two Heads, the Propriety of 


making Alterations, and the Right to alter. 


'T begin with the former. 


My firſt Argument againſt Subſcription 
at Matriculation ſhall be taken from the 


unſatisfactory Reaſons, hitherto urged, in 
behalf öf the Practice. 

1. The Caſe of young Perſons, of no 
more than twelve Years of Age, ſubſcrib- 
ing to the Articles, has been ſtated as 


nearly parallel to that of young Men of 
ſixteen or eighteen abjuring the Pope's Su- 


Premacy, which Abjuration is at that Age 
required. 


n er. 8 
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kequired. But need 1 point out the Wide 
Difference between the two Caſes,” e a 
double Reſpect? I mean the Age of the 


Abjurers, and the Point which they abjure, 
The former ſubſcribes to a Variety.” of 


Propofitions of profound Argument, and 
of a mixed Nature, Hiſtorical, Theologi- 


cal, and Metaphyſical; the latter yield their 7 


Aſſent to one ſimple Propoſition, and de 
clare that they will allow the Pope no Right 
in the Eeeleſiaſtical and Spirtusl Concerns 
of theſe Kingdoms. The former have c- 
feſſedly, and by general Conſent, not yet 
attained to Years of Judgment and Difcre= 
tion; the latter have not only attained, 
but exceeded, that Age. 


2. The Advocates of ſuch Subſcription | 
not only acknowledge that it amounts to no 


more than a mere Declaration of Confor- 


mity to the Doctrine and Diſcipline of the 
Church of England, but, moreovet, that 
by this Explanation they put the beft Pace 


upon the Matter they can deviſe. If this 
be the beſt Face you can put upon the Mat- 
ter, ſays the Adverſary to ſuch Subſcription, 
and no Aﬀent to the Articles from the 
Party ſubſcribing be either expected or tes 


quired, there is ſomething very aukward 
and ugly in this Face; it is not ſo much a 


Face, as a Maſk; and, like many other 
Maſks, it's leading Feature is moaſtrous 
and diſtorted. If it is Subſcription with= 
S 1 out 


45 1 1 
out Aſſent to the a. it is no Sub- 
ſcription to the Articles at all: if it is 


Subſcription to the Articles as a Teſt only ; 


of Conformity to the Liturgy, it is then 


Subſcription to one of the Articles of the 


Thirty-ſixth Canon, but not to the Thirty- 


nine Articles. In either Caſe, the Conve- 
niences of ſuch Subſcription are overba- 


lanced by the Inconveniences. The only 
Convenience I can perceive is, the probable 
Security, that the Perſon ſo ſubſcribing will, 
by ſuch a previous Act, be induced to exa- 


mine the Articles with Attention, and by a 


Kind of Prepoſſeſſion be led to adopt their 
real Senſe, when called upon in Form. 
The Inconveniences are, 

iſt, The probable Imputation of Chi- 
canery and double Dealing implied in the 
Notion, that the Party, though ſubſcribing 


to the Articles as a Teſt, yet does not con- 
ſider them as a Teſt in the ſame Light in 


which they are conſidered by the Law of 
the Land. 


2dly, The Miſchief that may ariſe from 


introducing a Laxneſs of Principle, in his 
ſubſequent Subſcriptions. For if Subſcrip- 
tion to Articles, without acknowledging 
the Truth of the Propoſitions contained in 


them, be formally admitted at Matricula- 


tion, the ſame Latitude of Conſtruction 
may be transferred by him to the taking of 


Degrees. If OPER may be bent to 


tack 


* * 


6 59 ) 
ſuch an lnterpretation in Caſes where we 


have no Exception, it may be adopted in 
Caſes where we allow it to be WISE ere 


ceptionable. 


Zaͤly, Subſcription ſo interpreted is ar⸗ 
bitrary and unauthorized. It never had 


any expreſs and avowed Sanction of Weight, 


becauſe it never could have any: all Subs 


ſcription to the Articles being equally, in 


the Intention of thoſe who enjoined it, ſin- 
cere and ex animo. Subſcription, in any 
other Conſtruction, is not the Subſcription 


required. And they who contend for it in 


any other Senſe, contend for a Shadow, + 
4thiy, It is capricious and inconſiſtent; 


as it may happen to be at Variance with 


its own Principle, by diſpenſing with Af: 
ſent to the Propoſitions in ſome Perſons, 
and requiring it from others of inferior 


Age to thoſe in whom it is diſpenſed with. 


For ſome are older at Matriculation, than 
others are at the taking of Degrees. Sup- 


poſing therefore your Epinomis both legal 
and juſtifiable, yet it cannot with Propriety 
operate at Matriculation univerſally and 


indiſcriminately : the diſpenſing with Aſſent 


will, upon your own. Hypotheſis, be as 
unreaſonable in the one Caſe, as requiring 


it in the other. 


L aſk then, Is Subſcription t to the Thirty- 


nine Articles the oz/y Teſt that I am a Friend 
to the Church of England? I it is; ſuch 


2 Teſt, 


"ME 
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_ a Teſt, as being neceſſary, f be required | 
of all, in its full and proper Senſe: if it is 


not the only Teſt; why impoſe it on any 


of thoſe, from whom you acknowledge 2 
Declaration of Conformity to the Liturgy 


to be a ſufficient Security, 


A full Perſuaſion of the Sufficiency of 
Faun a Declaration is, as I conceive, the 


Motive which has induced many grave and 
ſenſible Perſons to wiſh that none were 


obliged, in our Univerſities, to ſubſcribe 0 


the Thirty-nine Articles, excepting ſuch as 


are included in the Act of Uniformity, to- 
gether 1 with thoſe who commence Members 


of the Convocation at Oxford and of the 
Senate at Cambridge. Theſe, as being more 


immediately intruſted either with the Regi- 
men of particular Societies, or with the 


Legiſlation of the Univerſity, and being 
generally of riper Years, are ſuppoſed to 


have formed their Principles, and to ſub- 


ſeribe upon full Judgment and Conviction: 


on which Account their Subſcription being 
more fincere, their Attachment to it will be 


the more permanent. And indeed, to ſpeak 
my Mind, How either the Church or the 


Univerſities are likely to tumble into Ruins, 
merely on Account of the poſtponing of 


e to the Articles till Graduates 


commence Regents, (allowing the Act of 


VDniformity in the mean Time it's full 


Force) I cannot conceive, 
| Suppoſing 


(- 44 

| Suppoſing then, for the preſent, łhat 
| fuch Alteration is highly reaſonable, as well 
as expedient, the next point 18, Has this 
Univerſity Power and nee to ank 
ſuch Alteration? —_ 
The Argument alledged to prove that we 
have no ſuch Power, is, that the Statute 
requiring Subſcription in it's preſent Mode, 
though made by the Univerſity alone at the 
Inſtance of Lord Leicęſter, yet having been 
afterwards adopted in the Body of Statutes 
compiled by Arch-Biſhop Laud, was en- 
forced by the joint Authority of the Sove- 
reign and the Univerſity: And that this, 
and ſuch like Statutes, we have alſo taken 
an Oath not to alter, explain, or abrogate 
without Royal Licence. 

I anſwer, Firſt, that, upon the ſame 
Principle of reaſoning, it is not in our 
Power to make an Eprinomis; ſuch Epinomis 
being an Explanation of the Statute, and 
conſequently an Infringement of the Sove- 
reign's Right. And I believe neither the 
Manes of Leiceſter nor of Laud will thank 
the Authors of ſuch a Propoſal. 

_.. Secondly, I do not ſcruple to pronounce 
that the Authority of the Sovereign in this 
Matter was ab Origine null and void: the 
Sovereign at that Time having been never 
poſſeſſed of any more Right to interfere 
with the making or enforcing of the Sta- 
tutes of this Univerſity-Corporation, than 


[1 
7 


” 62 ) 
his preſent Majeſty has to make Laws for 


the. Mayor and Corporation of Oxford. 


And this Doctrine will be found upon En- 
quiry, to be conſiſtent not only with the 
Opinion of Common Lawyers, conſulted 
heretofore upon ſimilar Occaſions; but alſo 
with our own Practice. We have already 
altered and explained ſuch Royal Sta- 
tutes. But whether we had, or had not, 


altered and explained them of ourſelves, 


we have always had the Right ſo to do, 
inherent in us as a Body Corporate, and 
have the ſame Right ſtill. And what would 
| thoſe eee who upon the preſent 
Occaſion thus compliment away our eſſen- 
tial Privileges, ſay, were any Perſon to 
make the Experiment in theſe Times; and, 


upon the Strength of ſuch an imaginary Pre- 
cedent, attempt to introduce anew ſuch an 
| illegal and arbitrary Power, by adviſing or 


permitting his Majeſty King GEORGE the 


Third to give his ont Authority to a new- 


made Statute? I ween He would deem it 
Perfidy and Cowardice itſelf, and would 
pronounce, that the Traitor who encou- 
raged ſuch an Encroachment upon our 


Rights, deſerved to die a thouſand: Deaths. 
But if ſuch a Proceeding would be uncon- 


ſtitutional now, it was unconſtitutional Shen. 
The Act of EL Iz. 1 3. was as much in Force 
in thoſe Days, as in the preſent; and the 


e Conduct of our Predeceſſors in 
| conceding | 


(6 ) 


conceding a temporary Right to the Sove- 
reign, which Right was, by the Ad above- 


mentioned, excluſively veſted in this Uni- 


verſity as a Body Corporate, can never in 
Law amount to a Forfeiture of our Privi- 
leges, however powerfully it may operate in 
the Conſtruction or Diſpoſition of ſome of 


our own Members. But if there be any who 


think this Royal Authority of the leaſt 


Weight, let them in their Conſciences act 
accordingly. I only deſire leave to think, 


that whatever Weight it had then, it died 


with the Sovereign who gave it, and can 
never bind by Proxy. But, as I have al- 


ready obſerved, it's binding Force was and 


is a Non-entity. 


With Reſpect to conſulting our Chan- 
cellorꝰ upon this Buſineſs, it is both decent 


and proper; and I doubt not our Governors 


in this Place will treat their firſt Magiſtrate 
with due Reſpect. At the ſame Time I 
cannot allow, that what has been ordained 


at the Inſtance of one Chancellor, muſt 
never be cancelled but by the Judgment and 


Approbation of another; as ſuch Doctrine 


might, in other Times, (as probably it has 


in ſome) tend to eſtabliſh and perpetuate 


not only an unneceſſary, but a deſpotic, 


Power, in a free, and (as I hope it will al- 
whys continue) an independent r 


oxronp, March * 1772. 
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127th is not fond of Egotiſin: But as 
the Titles of Writers upon our Subſcription 
are become pretty numerous, he finds it 
troubleſome to repeat them; and therefore 


will ſometimes as his Antagoniſt does aye 


ſpeak in the firſt Perfon ſingular. 


Tater Gor te ofohe Soc. 
fence? written by the Author of the Caſe 


ftated till I read. the Obſervations,” The 
Obſerver is artful enough in giving to that 


Paper the flattering Denomination of a 


ic, Candid DEFENCE:?” Whether it does 
or does not deſerve that Title, it makes no 


Alteration in my.Sentiments with reſpect to 


the Subject, but only with refpe& to the 


Author: There indeed I am ſenſibly at- 
fected; and obſerve: with much Concern 


ſuch a Mixture of Clay in a Figure, which 
I thought wholly to conſiſt of fandard Gold; 
If however I, who am © our Author's brave 
Champion,” muſt needs become a Principal; 
when I expected to be a Second; I will 


ſtill keep up my Spirits; and I have Con- 


fidence that © my Courage” will never 


fail me. I ſhall made the beſt Uſe I can 


of my Sling and. my Scrip, with which I 
ſhall boldly advance into the Front of the 
Battle: Though I am apprehenſive that 


wy: Conteſt muſt be, not with one GOL IAH 
| only ; ; 


— 92 it Author of 4 Paper datod- Piarch 


r G a5 7-tee hae- a 


Lowes 
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only; but with a little Army of Philiſtines. 
For, to drop the Alluſion, I am of Opi- 
nion, that the Ober vations are not the 
Work of a iungle Hand; or evidently, not 
of the ſame Hand, which produced the Con- 
Aderations. 1 rejoice and glory in the Sue 
ceſs of my paſt Labours : They have viſibly 
been very uſeful already in one Inſtance, 
in compelling the Ober ver to be rather 
more explicit than the Conſiderer had been, 
and to convert his former gratis Dicta and 
W hiſpers into ſomething more authentick. 
As he ſeems to be in the Cabinet, it would 
have been commendable in him to have 
been ſtill more open to the Members of 
Convocation, who are to be Judges in the 
. Diſpute; and to have communicated to 
them * ſome of thoſe prudential Reaſons, 
: which preporiderate in the Judgement“ of 
the great and wiſe: For Reaſons are the 
things which juſtly claim our Regard ; 
while mere Intimations from anonymous 
Writers have as little Influence with Men 
of Senſe and Learning, as * mere rere 
mation. y 
When the Author of Obſervations e came 
to that (l. that there) Paper of the 27th 
Inſtant,“ it might reaſonably have been ex- 
pected from him to attend to a e more 
Pointe than he has done. He ought to 
have ſhown the Miſapplication or Fallacy of 
Tons Toby . were propoſed in Op- 
| poſition 
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poſition to his own Reaſonings ; and ſhould | 


have invalidated the Arguments, urged in 
Defence or Explanation of the Caſe fated, 


I have the Satisfaction to find that they are 


much approved of by Men of Judgement 
and Integrity: And do not yet take it for 


granted, that (in the Author's polite Lan- 


guage) the other Members of Convoca- 


tion”? will be fo eaſily ſatisfied with Hints | 


from the Cabinet, as our Author of Obſer- 
vations “ flatters himſelf” that they will. 
I. I afterted, that without Controver- 
fy this Univerſity, by it's Conſtitution, is 
A —_— of Education for none but Mem- 
bers of the Church eſtabliſhed.” It was 
Jaid, © without Controverſy,” becauſe the 


Writers who had gone before me, on each 


Side of the Queſtion (namely, the Author 
of the State, and the Author of Confidera- 
on } inſtead of controverting, had allowed 


: I changed Inſtitution to Conſtitution; 


* I was willing to correct an Error 
in one of the Parties, without openly re- 
marking it: 1 now maintain that, by it's 
preſent Conſtitution, it is a Place of Edu- 


cation for none but Members of the Church 
of England: Becauſe the Advantages po- 
litely allowed to Foreigners in ſome Colleges 


and Halls, are merely private Indulgences 
unauthorized and unnoticed by our pub- 


lick Statutes : And thoſe Foreigners (who 


mes be of the Romiſb as well as of the 
Net 1 „ Na 


1 &) 


Greek Church) are neither Members of thoſe 
private Societies, nor of the Univerſity. 
Thus an unnaturalized Portugueſe Jew is 
allowed to live in England, and to enjoy 
many of the Advantages” of our Civil Con- 
ſtitution.- 
tution calculated or deſigned for his Emo 
lament ? or, will the Obſerver alert, that 
he dwells in aliena Republica, as in a Place 
intended for univerſal Traffic, © where 
« all Comers, without Diſtinction,“ are 
received and treated as natural or free-born | 
Subjects? 8 6 
2. It would be irkſome to revive at this 
Time Diſputes concerning the Authority of 
the Univerſity to alter their Statutes. But 
it is proper to obſerve, that the current and 
prevailing Opinion has always been, that 
Royal Statutes could not be altered without 
Royal Licence. Such Vouchers for the 
Truth of this Aſſertion might be produced, 
as it is believed the Author of the Obſer- 
vations would not chooſe to gainſay. The 
Inſtances of recent Acts of Convocation, 
“ which ſeem at firſt Sight“ to contradict 
this Aſſertion, are in Reality altogether 
conſiſtent with it. Many of us well re- 
member, that when the Reſponſes of Mr. 
Wilbraham and Mr. Moreton were firſt 
made known to the Univerſity, ſome Per- 
ſons of great Reputation conſidered them 
as een or. inconſiſtent; Others thought 


K 2 _ them 


What then ?—Is that Confti- 


A 
them indefinite, unſatisfactory, and unin- 
telligible: And ſome were even convinced 
by them of the Truth of the oppojite Opi- 
nion. Although a. great Majority of the 
Univerſity aſſented to the gualifying Expla- 
nation recommended by Mr. Wilbraham 
and Mr. Moreton: Yet that was done by 
many upon a much better Principle than 
the Authority of the learned Gentlemen of 
the Law. It was conſidered, that the S 
non fruendis was reconcileable to the Re- 
| fearation of a quondam Member : And the 
Proper Steps being previouſly taken, that 
Re-Inſtation was aſſented to by a great 
Majority. Some Gentlemen, however, of 
very reſpectable Character would ot aſſent 
to it; who are at this Time Members of 
this Univerſity; and it is believed, well- 
| known to and regarded by the Author or 
Authors of Obſervations.” It would be 
fruitleſs to dwell longer upon this Subject: 
bring the Matter therefore to a ſhort Iſſue. 
he Statutes of the Univerſity forbid the 
Alteration of a royal Statute, by the ſole 
Authority of the Univerſity. The Statute 
requiring Subſcription to Articles is a royal 
Statute. Ergo, &c. It is hoped that the 
Obſerver will think this one of the few 
Points which er be worthy of a further V; 
Anſwer. L 
23. Though che Author of e i 
| thinks, that 3 * manual eee equally a1 
pots" 5 admits 
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= : 69 ) 
admits of Equivocation as an oral Declara 


| tion? does: Yet it is believed by his An- 


tagoniſt, ** that the other Members of Con- 
* vocation will think” differently, I need 
not repeat what has been ſaid upon that 


Point in the Paper of the 27th Inſtant : 
but I earneſtly recommend it to the ſerious | 
Confideration of every impartial Reader. 


There is another Part of that Paper which 
the Obſerver © ſteps over, and either 
through Pride or Fear, will not vouchſafe 
or venture to ſet his Foot upon. | This is a 
Vindication of the Statutes of the Univer- 
ſity in requiring the Subſcription of young 
Perſons—from the approved PraQtice of 


the Church in admitting [z/ants into the 


chriſtian Covenant. Let the Obſerver : 
know, that the impartial Publick will not 
be ſatisfied with a ——*< whatever he may 


think,“ applied to an Opponent: THEY 


will, no. doubt, think as I do, that when 


the Obſerver refuſes to follow his Antago- 
nift © Step by Step,“ and profeſſes to give 


an Anſwer to a. few Points“ only; the 


Reaſon why he does not anſwer ' other 


Points is ſuch as he is aſhamed to own. 
It is a pretty kind of Contemplation to the 
Writer, I ſuppoſe, to ſeem to bounce and 
vapour with a few contemptuous and com- 


mon place Sarcaſms, of © he may think,” 
and I truſt,” and “ mere Declamation,“ 


Fad. « little T emper,” SC. I envy him 
| | : not 


Tm) 


* 


not that Amuſement in pri vate: Sun ſe . 
Jactet in AuLA, after this Manner as much 


as he pleaſes: : But Attention to every Ar- 

gument is expected by the Publick from 
one, who would be thought to exhibit his 
Opinions, for the Sake of conveying or 
receiving Conviction. 


4. In the Paper of the 27th : an effectual 


Method was recommended for preventing 
mental Reſervation and Jęſuitical Equivo- 
cation. But this alſo the Obſerver thinks 


of /o little Weight, as boldly to “ ſtep”. 
over it unnoticed.—If there be any Tutors | 
amongſt us, who in any Inſtance whatever 


teach © Jeſuitiſin! to their Pupils, this 
would be a new Argument in favour of 


Subſcription. For I muſt ftill inſiſt upon 
it, (though my Opponent fhins other-_ 
wile) that a manual Signature is a better 


Security againſt Teſuitical Equivocation, 


than an oral Declaration can be. If again, 


60 many Perſons have ſubſcribed to the Ar- 
ticles without knowing it;“ this is indeed 


a Mark of very criminal Negligence i in the 
Tutor and others: But the Inference from 
hence againſt Subſcription would be equal- 


ly applicable to an oral Declaration. If the 
Subſcription is ever made “ rather before 
a menial Servant ” than the chief Magiſ- 

| trate 


= Whom does the 3 mean by a — Servant? 
Can he give that Appellation to a Squire- Bedel ?---or does 
he mean the domeſtic Servant of the Vice-Chancellor? In 
either Caſe however, our chief Magiſtrate 0UGHT to preſide, oo 


69 
ttate of the Univerſity” let tlie Blame 
fall where the Offence is—Theſe Things 
OUGHT not ſo to be—And there is equal 
| Reaſon to hope that Subſcription, no leſs 
than the propoſed Declaration, might for 
the future be made in His Preſence. If 
the News be true, that two Papiſts have 
been matriculated within theſe ten Vears, 
this is indeed exceeding alarming: It ought 
to excite publick Enquiry into the ae. 
ples of the TV rok, by whom they wer 
recommended: It ought to put us all — 
our Guard againſt Jęſuits in Disc ulsz. 
The dark Counſels, which now appear to 
have been a long Time foſtering in the 
Breaſt of the Obſerver and his ©* moderate?? 
Friends, may juſtly raiſe Suſpicion. '* Our 
Hiſtory affords us Warnings and Exam 
ples. —Who the Obſerver is, I know not; 
nor do I with Certainty know, who are his 
Coadjutors But as he often ſpeaks with 
Authority, we have the greateſt” Reaſon 
to fear; 
5. Les, indeed; 1 freely ee 
that my Intelligence concerning our Siſter 
Univerſity is derived from News-Papers.“ 
I never had the Honour of converſing or 
correſponding upon the Subject of Subſcrip- 
tion either with the chief Magiſtrate of that 
learned Seminary, or with any of the Mem- 
bers of either Houſe of Parliament. The 
News-Papers a are (I mull confeſs) oftentimes 
15 * falla- 


Wn 


1 


* fallacious.” And yet when an Article | 
of Intelligence; relating to a Fact of Nec 


toriety and Importance, is communicated to 


the Publick and never contradicted ; there 


ſeems to be no great Reaſon to queſtion it's 


Authenticity. My Opponent may perhaps 


be in the Secrets of that Univerſity, as well 
as in the Cabinet of this. He. probably 
knows a great deal more concerning their 


Proceedings than I do. But I believe the 


following Particulars are ſuch as he cannot 
contradict: That much Reſiſtance has been 
made againſt . the Spirit of Faction“ there; 
that the Aſſailants have hitherto been in 
ſuch a Manner withſtood, as to have gain- 
ed no Ground ; and that the Grace of 
Thanks for the Imterpoſition of their Re- 
preſeritatives, was refuſed, The Syndi- 


cate” I never heard of, till 1 read the 


« Obſervations.“. 

There cannot be © a fitter Oceaſion for 
a : brave Champion 's Courage” than the pre- 
ſent. The Cauſe is that of the Church of 
England, and of th: s Univerſity one of it's 
firmeſt Pillars. Though I would not 
& flatter myſelf ſo much, as my Oppo- 
nent does, yet in Compliment to his Sin- 
cerity, I accept, with Thanks and Pride, 


the - honourable Mention he has made of 


me, in the laſt Paragraph of „ Obſerva- 
tions ;? and I aſſure him in Return, that, 


if [ have. any Taſte or Diſcernment in lite- 
| rary 
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rary Compoſitions, that Part of the 
Paper is Zruely ORATORICAL, The Ob- 


ſerver there becomes of a ſudden briſk and 
facetious ; ; and it were a Pity to be fo 
grave as not to allow it's Effect to his only 
Joke: I therefore ſmile when I ſpeak of 1 it. 


And yet it's Abſurdity and Ill- nature quick- 


ly check my good Humour, when I ob- 


ſerve that inſtead of wiſhing me to /veand 


not die, He *© flatters himſelf,” that 1 
ſhall die by an © Ac of Suicide,” which he 
ſays I “ ſeem to deteſt;“ and even envies 
me the Conſolation of an honourable Mar- 
tyrdom. I would not be ſo much wanting 
in Chriſtian Charity, as not to return Good 
for Evil; and therefore, though I think 


a Sacrifice of any public Good or Security 
too great an Atonemen? for the Offence of 
an Individual, yet I aſſure him with the 
utmoſt Sincerity that I no more ww him 
to come to any. untimely End, than 1 expect 


him to die a Martyr. 
Oxtorp, March 31, 1772. 
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HE Author of the Caſe, &c. would 


not have preſumed to have troubled 


his Readers with any Thing more about 


the Subſcription, had he not thought the 


Credit and Honour of the Univerſity par- 
ticularly concerned in having right Notions 
aſcertained as to the Meaning and Inten- 


tion of the preſent Mode of Subſcription. 
The Writer of the Confiderations having 


over and over again inſiſted upon an inde- 
fenſible State of the Caſe, he thought him- 
ſelf under a Neceſſity of appearing in Print 


once more, and for the laſt Time. 


He has expreſsly charged the Governors 
of the Univerſity, for near two Hundred 


| Years paſt, down to this very Day, with 


having required from young Perſons, at 
their Matriculation, a formal Afſent to the 
Truth of a Variety of Propgſitions of pro- 
found Argument, and of a mixed Nature, 
Hiſtorical, Theological, and Metaphyſical, 


which they knew it was im poſſible for 


them to underſtand. And yet he is ſo 
indulgent as to wiſh, that: this Practice 
might have continued without Impeachment 
for many hundred Tee ears more. Now on the 


contrary 
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. contrary, J do aver, that if this had been 
their Intention, they have all along been 
the moſt unreaſonable, abſurd, and iniqui- 


tous Set of Governors that ever lived; and 
the Practice qught not to have obtained for 
a ſingle Day. 

After this Preamble, may I be per- 


mitted to make a few very ſhort Strictures 
upon ſome Paragraphs of the laſt Paper, as 


they are marked in it, 1, 2, &c. 
I. Does the Oath of Supremacy intend 
nothing more than a bare Denial of the 


Pope's Authority? Do not the Words, 
- 6 No foreign Prince, Prelate, &c. 


import 


an Acknowledgment of the King's Supreme 
Authority in all Matters Eccleſiaſtical and 
Spiritual? Nay, does not the very Sta- 


tute of Matriculation call it an Oath De 


a Jr nt Primatu Regie Majeſtatis ? 
II. The invidious Turn given to the 
Author? s Expreſſion in the Witticiſm of 


the Maſk does not deſerve his Regard. He 
is not aſhamed to wear the ſame Face, 


and to ſhew it too, as the beft and greateſt 
Men of this Univerſity have long worn. 


„„ i 
I. There is no Chicanery i in making a 
Subſcription, according to the Intention 


of the Impoſers. Whether the Author of 
the Caſe, or the Conſiderer, has rightly 


repreſented that Intention, is left to the 


1. 3 Judscaeut 


. 
r 1 
S Senn Fang eo nn es 
DES Db Int et tet IIS 5-7 —„—-— Oe 
ICT Ione, 1M — RTIGE 
2 — 


. Ts 7 —.— . - = 
— az £4 C W 
OE I LET. 


Sled 
— M6 


5 * G 
— - — 4 3 FLEE * VP — 22 2 2 PIE 
— — # : i — — earn _— —— — — — — — DELETE = £1 — — = p 
. A ² Ü ̃³ü0!̃e . en rence IS ea — — ů — 
FF ² A ‚ F ICT TABS. . © 8 WA 0D 22 error en — — 2 — p23 8 — . —— 
—— — ; —— — ——— — —— —— . ARE 
- 


8 
© Yam 9 
. ——— 


k 4 
$11 
19708 


| 


2 + ww 
Judgment of others, —I know no Law of 


the Land which interferes in this Mat. 


ter. — I know that all Laws are to be 


interpreted according to the Intention of 
their Makers. 


II. The Account lately publiſhed of the 
Origin of the .Subſcription, might have 


| faved the Confiderer this Paragraph. Tu- 


tors are directed, even by the Statute itſelf, 


Tit. 3. 2. to be very careful to inſtruct their 
| Pupils in the Senſe of the Articles, before 


they take their Degrees. This ſhews they 
were not ſuppoſed to have been ſuffi- 


ciently, if at all, inſtructed in them, when 
they came to the Univerſity. And there is 


a very obſervable Difference in the Form of 
| Subſcription. The Candidate for a De- 


gree, declares ſolemnly, and ſubſcribes to 


- the Declaration, that after having read the 
Thirty-nine Articles, he finds them 7o be 
all agreeable to the Word of God. The 
\ young Perſon matriculated ſigns his Name 
in a Book to which the Articles are pre- 
fixed, without being required to have read 


them; nor is he required to give any for- 


mal Aſſn to the Truth of the Doctrines 
contained in them. If ſuch Aſent was 
intended, why is. he not likewiſe en 5 


to give it . 
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* What | is mentioned in this Paragraph will ſhortly be 
more fully explained, and in a Manner that will leave 


no Room for a OE: 


( 5775 
NI, Every Tutor may, I think, ſatisfy 


f himſelf, and he ought, in Duty, always 
to ſatisfy his Pupils of the real Intention 

and Meaning of the Subſcription. If any 
Sanction of Public Authority is neceſſary, 


let it have one. The Oath which young 
Perſons are obliged to take at their Matri- 


culation, to obſerve the Statutes, was as 


much cried out againſt as the preſent 


Subſcription. The Epinomis gave Satis= 
faction in the former Caſe; why may 
not another of the like Kind do the ſame 


in the latter? 

IV. The Difference of Age from twelve 
to ſixteen, is-not ſo much to be regarded, 
as the Improvements the young People are 
ſuppoſed to make in the Courſe of four 
Years Study, One who takes his Batche- 
lor's Degree at the Age of /ixteen, is pre- 
ſumed to have as much Knowledge in all 
the Sciences, wherein he is required to be 


inſtructed, as one who is matriculated at 


Jxteen, and takes his Degree at the Age of 
Zawenty. | 


The Author of the Caſe, &c. has offered 
his Plea in behalf of the Practice of the - 


Univerſity. If it is a right one, they 
ſtand acquitted of all untoward Imputa- 
tions. But if the Confiderer's Explanation 
be admitted, and the Governors of the 


Univerſity have Wa continued for a 
| long 


+9 
44 
TY] 
1 
? 
1 
1 
I, 
} 
7 
i. 
| 
: 
1 
i 
1 
3#] 
1 
i 
ty, 
1 
{ 
y 
af 
; 0 
- BY 
'U 7 
* 


mars © nn IE 
pt Ss eee Sore 


ö 


neee : 


jp a — — . 
rr — — „ RE * bs F * 
— P rr Er; *** * ' 
i 


. 


— — 
. PS, 


— * 
rer 
y - pre. 

— 
— 


— 8 — . — — — 
3 ——ꝛ—— ——ů—̃¶— — — OY — — py 
K e  .. 


009% 63 


* 1 —— 
— — wet — b U—U— 


=> . 
— —— — — 


— . . AT —— . 


TA 
long Series of Years in an unwarrantable, 
_ abſurd, and irreligious Practice; they not 
only ought to abrogate it immediately, 
but to write a Letter of Thanks to Sir 
W. M. for having opened their Eyes. 
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culation, in it's preſent Mode, 
from the plauſible Obections that 
have been raiſed againſt it. 


TT hath been artfully thrown out by the 


_ avowed Enemies of the Church of Eng- 
land as now eſtabliſhed, that the. Subſcrip- 
tion to it's Articles required by this Uni- 
verſity at Matriculation is a ſcandalous and 
unjuſtifiable Impoſition on mere Boys, who 
cannot in Reaſon be ſuppoſed qualified to 
judge of the Senſe of them. Many 
ſteady Friends to the Church and Univer- 
ſity have been ſtartled at the Plea; and 
thinking it a Practice altogether indefenſi- 
ble, are therefore, in the true and candid 


Spirit of the Church of England, zealous 


for the Alteration of it. But before we 


allow the Charge, let us ſee whether it doth 


not reſt on a mere Miſtake. The Wiſdom 


of Ages ought not in Juſtice to give Way 


ſuddenly to every ſeeming Difficulty. 

All the Arguments hitherto urged in 
| Favor of an Alteration of the preſent Mode 
of Teſt at Matriculation, . depend on a Sup- 
—Polition, that by this Subſcription the Uni- 

verſity requires an actual poſitive Aſſent to 
the Truth of the Doctrines contained in 
the xxxix Articles, 
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if this were really the ute the Objec⸗ 


tions are unanſwerable, and a Teſt of ano- 
ther Kind ought to be ſubſtituted in it's 


But if it appear that no ſuch Aſ= 
ſent either is, or ever was intended to be 


required by the Univerſity, then the pre- 


ſent Mode is not affected by any Arguments 
yet urged againſt . 

I preſume it will be univerſally granted, 
that in whatever Senſe the Univerſity re- 
quires this Subſcription, in that Senſe, and 
no other, the Subfcription is made. 


From the Manner of Proceeding at the 
| Admiſſion of a Scholar we may fairly col- 


leck in what Senſe the Univerſity actually 
does, and always did, conſider it. The 


Scholar before he is admitted is required to 
ſubſcribe the xxxix Articles, but ſimply, 


without any Formula expreſſive of Aﬀent 


to the Truth of the Doctrines contained in 


them. He is not even required to have 
read them. And his Tutor is enjoined 


by Statute to inſtruct him in the Senſe of 


them, Tit. III. ö. 2. Tutor verò Scho- 
lares Titelz & Regimini ſuo commiſſos pro- 
« bis Moribus imbuat, & in probatts Au- 
e thoribus inſtituat; & maxime in Rudimen- 
« fis Religionis & Doctrine Articulis in & Yam 


8 


“% nodo Lond. {anno 1562) editis: ac pro 


* virili ſuo Diſcipline in Ecclefid Anglicand 


66, e receptæ e  conformes Præſtabit. EY 
This | 
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This laſt W proves to a De- 


maonſtration that the Univerſity does not 


ſuppoſe the Seholar already fully informed 
in the meaning of the Articles, and there- 
fore cannot (without a Contradiction too 


groſs to be ſuſpected in an Inſtitution with 


any Pretenſions to Wiſdom) be ſuppoſed to 


require a full and entire Aſſent to what it 


owns it does not imagine him to eee 


hend. 
And if this Subſcription does not imply 


an entire Aſſent to the Truth of every Pro- 


poſition contained in the Articles, it- can 
neceſſarily imply no Aſſent at all. For to 
ſay that it is an Aſſent as far as the Scholar 


underſtands them, is to make it no Teſt, 
unleſs an Acquieſcence in the reſt which he 


does not underſtand be alſo implied. And 
if an Acquieſcence be allowed ſufficient for 


a Part, it is equally ſo for the Whole. 
There is therefore no Medium; this Sub- 
ſcription muſt either mean an entire Aſſent, 
or merely an Acquieſcence. That it cannot 


mean an entire Aſſent is already proved; 


an Acquieſcence then is all that 1 is, or ever 


was intended. 
It may be aſked, what Right the Uni- 


verſity has to underſtand Subſcription, in 
this Inſtance, in a different Senſe from 


What it is allowed by general Conſent, and 
by the Univerſity itſelf, to have in every 


other Inſtance. Is not this a dangerous 
| | M 5 Doctr] ine, 
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Dodrine, full of Chicane and double deal- 
ing, and ſubverſive of all Subſcription to 
any good Purpole?——By | thoſe who aſk 
[theſe Queſtions it is taken or granted that 
a bare Subſcription, of Neceſlity can imply 
no leſs than an entire Aſſent to what is ſo 
ſubſcribed, ——Now this is certainly not 
true in all Caſes ——I might inſtance 
in Affairs of common Negociation in civil 
Matters. But it will be ſufficient to the 
preſent Purpoſe to ſhow that there is no 
. Inftance in which the xxxix Articles are 
ſubſcribed where an Aſſent is intended to be 
required, but what that Aſſent is expreſſed 
in Terms, and not ſuppoſed to follow from 
the mere Subſcription. 2 

How is it in the . 
the Matriculated Scholar becomes a Candi- 
date for a Degree, he is again required to 
ſubſcribe the 39 Articles; and moreover the 
three Articles of the 36th Canon, which 
include an Allowance of the xxxix Arti- 
cles, and an Acknowledgment that they are 
- agreeable to the Word of God. 

And this Subſcription was * originally 
made, not eig, but in the following 
Form: 25 


——_— — 


oy 


* This F ormula 1 was decreed by 1 in the Vear 
1616, but not incorporated into the preſent Body of Sta- 
tutes. And indeed it would be ſuperfluous, as the three 
Articles of the 36:h Canon are in a declaratory Form, and 
amount to the ſame Thing. Theſe Articles are not only 
ſubſcribed, but actually read by the . at the 
Time of his Frſantation. 


JJ X. . 


Form: —“ Ego A. perlecbi prius vel tb 
- 8 © ali coram me recitatis Orthodoxe Fidei & 
o | © Religionts Articulis xxxIx in facrd Synodo 
< « Lond. habit A. D. 1562 conſtabilitis; 
t « ſimulque tribus Capitibus in alia Synodo 
7 Tondinenſi ſub Annum 1604. decretis & 
0 « in Canone 3 to redactis ſciens volenſque ex 


| 
| 
| 


i * animo fubſcribo.” And the Perſon who ; 
E preſents is alſo required to atteſt that the 
I Candidate hath read, or heard read, the | 


C Articles to which he hath ſubſcribed. —— | 


0 In this Caſe the Univertity certainly intends i 
* to require a full and entire Aſſent; and | 
o has a good Right to do it, having before | 
d provided proper Means of Inſtruction. © | 


n The Aﬀent is clearly expreſſed ; and all 


Poſſible Caution taken that it may not be 
n given in a thoughtleſs and i | 
Manner. | 
0 How is it in Subſcriptions not merely i 
e Academical ? — No Man onght to be ad- | 
h mitted either to the Order of Deacon or | 
5 Prieſt, unlefs he firſt ſubſcribe to the xxxix | 


'C Articles. Stat. 13 Eliz. c. 12.— This ſimple | 
Subſcription is all that is required for Dea- | 
4 cons Orders; and need imply no more 
8 than a mere Acquieſcence. But if a Deacon 
5 take upon him, or be licenſed, 70 preach, 
2 he can maintain nothing contrary to the 
Doctrine of the xxxix Articles, on Pain of 
ee Deprivation, unleſs he recant. Stat. 13 
„ 1 Eliz. c. 12. | = 
1e 0 M But 


CT - 
But the Caſe is different with Reſpe& to 
a Prieſt, of whom poſitive Profeſſion is 


required. 
N Biſhop ought to make 


4 Deacon 4 


« Prigſt, unleſs 2 firſt bring to the Biſhop, 


& from Men known to the Biſhop to be of 


« ſound Religion, a Teſtimonial both of his 
„ honeſt Life and of his PROFESSING the 


« Do&rine expreſſed in the Articles of Re- 


<<. Jigion agreed upon by a National Synod in 
% fh Year 1562.” Stat. 13 Eliz. c. 12. 
At Inſtitution to a Benefice with Cure of 
Souls, the inſtituted. Perſon ought to ſub- 
ſcribe the Articles before the Ordinary by 
his own voluntary Act; and when he takes 
Poſſeſſion of his Benefice, he is obliged by 
Law to read the Articles in the Church, 
and declare his unfergned Aſent to them. 
Hence I conclude, that whenever an 
Aſſent to the Articles is intended to be re- 
quired, it is always expreſſed. 
It is alſo evident from what has been 
ſaid, that by the ſimple Subſcription of 
Matriculation the . Univerſity can under- 
ſtand nothing but a mere Acquieſcence. 


An Acquieſcence is the leaſt Security 
the Univerſity as a Seminary for the Church 


of England can poſſibly require; and ſuch 
a Teſt cannot be a Burthen to the Con- 
ſcience of any who take it; and can ex- 
clude none but ſuch as it is the Duty: of the 
Unwerlity to exclude. | 4 
x * 
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„ 
It is further evident, that by ſo under- 
ſtanding it the Univerſity does not adopt a 
ſingular or unwarranted Notion of Sub- 
ſcription, or by any Means countenance 
the Subſcribing in various lax and indeter- 
minate Senſes, where an Aſſent is required, 
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eV un Dify 6 are now come to a 
GCrifr. The learned Author of the 


State, and his ingenious Friend the Vindi- 


cator are ſo deeiſive upon the Propriety 
and Expediency of the preſent Mode of 
Subſcription, as to leave no Room for 
Cavil or Objection. There ſeems alſo to 
be very little Reaſon for the Friends of 
Novelty to inſiſt any longer upon that 
other controverted Subject, the Authority 
of the Univerſity to alter an original 
Statute. Put as the Writer of © Further 
« Obicrvatons®? may perhaps expect that 
ſome Notice ſhould be taken of what he 
has advanced in Support of that Authority, 
I thall offer a Word or two in Reply to 


L him, and then bid a final Adieu to the 


8 


To the Author's firſt Anſwer I reply; 


ate: the Epinomis, if it ſhould be thought 


expedient to make one, would no more be 
an Infringement of the Sovereign's Right, 


than the Annotations of a Commentator 
are an Infringement of the Senſe of the 
Author, The Interpretation, put upon the 
Statute by learned Men, might be a Guide 
to Perſons leſs learned, but no Obligation 
upon their Conſeiences, inconſiſtent with 


their 


TI 


1% 


their 0 own Convidions: of the Sexe: of the 


To the An: As I reply 3 


5 _ KinGs of England NEVER dies; there- 
fore his Acts cannot die WITH him. 
The Charters and Grants for Inſtance of 


King George the firſt, if not limited to 


Time, are as valid in the Year 17%, as 


they were in 1721. —- But this is not all. 
The Confirmation of Charles the firſt was 


erpreſaly made perpetual; Pro Nobis et Here- 
dibus et Succeſſoribus Noſtrit. If the Sanc- 
tion died with the Sovereign; thoſe Mem- 

bers of the Univerſity, who an the Day ap- 


pointed bound themſelves by Oath to main- 


tain the New Code were releaſed from the 
Obligation of that Oath either in Whole 
or in Part on the thirtieth of January 1649. 


And yet we never hear of their renewing 


che ir Obligation to the Laws of the Uni- 
verlity in general; or, of their thinking 


th-rſelves exempt from any Part of their 


© ligation. —If their Obligation was tem- 
% q, the Limitation of Time muſt by the 


..-:z ms of Law and Reaſon have been 
ed: The Author would do welt: to 
out the Record of ſuch a Limitation. 
e Interference of the Sovereign was 

Kat an arbitrary Injunction, but by an 


A ” Favour. Should “ his preſent Ma- 
+ elty“ at the Requeſt of the Mayor, 


+ Eg. of Oxford,” "Brink them a new 
Charter 
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Charter for the better Governinent of their 
Town and Corporation: They would « 7 © 
© een find themſelves confined by cer- 
tain Proviſos; and the Bye-Laws, which 


they might occaſionally enact, would be 


null and void, if repugnant to their Charter 


——They. might per/onally incur the Guilt 
and Penalties of Perjury; and in their 
political Capacity forfeit their Charter by 


Aer. The Conduct of Predeceſ- 
ſors”? however indiſcreet would be as 


obligatory upon Succeſſors as their own AQ 


would. 
2. The Author of the Paper dated 


March the 27. never would think of . ad- 


« o;/ing his Majeſty to give Authority for 


« the making of a new Statute; but 


he knows his Majeſty's Conſent to be 

neceſſary for the altering of ſome old ones. 
3. If this Univerſity has ever done, 

what it had no Right to do, the AF itſelf 


is invalid, and the Example is of no Authority. 


The Author of Obſervations is extremely 
apt to argue from bad Examples; and 


againſt the Exiſtence of good Rules from 


the Neglect of them. 


Amongſt many other Inſtances of Self- 


Flattery the Author ſeems to flatter him- 
* ſelf” by too high an Opinion of the 


Number of his Friends. I have great Rea- 
ſon to believe that a conſiderable Majority 


of thole. venerable Perſonages who in Wiſ- 
dom 


Wy 
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dom and Authority ſtand firſt in our Aca- 
demical Legiſlature, are averſe to the pro- 
poſed Innovation. One of them in par- 


ticular, who had been ſuſpected of giving 


too much Countenance to our Enterprizers 
in Reformation, aſſures me that his Incli- 

nation and Opinion upon this Subject are 
entirely conformable to my own. The 


Severity which he has lately experienced 


from ſome of his Superiors, and which every 


candid Perſon muſt condemn, induces him 
to be ſilent and cautious, but not to forget 
his Duty. This Conduct is prudent and 
truly commendable: And 1 believe his 
Profeſſions to be perfectly ſincere. I am alſo 
credibly informed, that if ever the Zeal of 


many of his Brethren is brought to the 
Trial, it will diſcover itſelf in an inſuperable 


Affection to the Church eſtabliſhed, and a 


great Regard to our preſent Academical 


Polier. May ſuch Sentiments 3 


Oxroxp, April 4, 1772; 
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No. XII. 


H E Affair at the Subfription has 

been much agitated. I have con- 
fidered what has been ſaid on all Sides; 
and I hope it will not be thought imper- 
tinent, if I ſtate the Caſe according to my 
Notions of the Debate, without Preſuming 
to direct the Judgment of others. 
The following Poſitions ſtrongly oppole 
any projected Alteration. 

The Univerſity has a preſcriptive Right 
to the preſent Mode of Subſcription, having 
exerciſed it for near two Hundred Years. 

It cannot be preſumed, that ſo learned a 
Body would have inftituted and continued 


a Practice, unwarrantable, arbitrary, and 
abſurd. 


The only Conſtruction that can mk it 


otherwiſe is, that they had no farther In- 
| tention in requiring a Subſcription to the 
Articles from young Perſons at their Ma- 


triculation, than that they ſhould declare 


their Acquzeſcence in the Doctrines of the 
Church of England, which all the Mem- 


bers of it, of whatever Degree, who do not 


give any formal or explicit Aſſent to them, 
are luppoſed to 8 in. 
= This 
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This Weit Intention kan been made to 


appear ſo fully, that there cannot remain 


any reaſonable Doubt about it. 

There have been no evil Suſpicions, no 
Uneaſineſs in this Place, ariſing from the 
Continuance of the Practice. It has gene- 
rally been looked upon as a proper Method 
to ſecure the Intereſts of the Church of 
England, which the Nature of our Con- 
ſtitution requires us to guard. 

Any Alteration of the Practice might ſeem 
to carry in it a Reflection upon the Wiſdom 


and Piety of our Predeceſſors, for having 
eſlabliſbed it, and an Acknowledgment of 
the Want of them in ourſelves, for having 


continued it. 

It may be apprehended, that ſuch a ſap- 
poſed Acknowledgment may operate ſo as 
to affect very materially the Articles of our 


Church, there being too much Reaſon to 


think, that the Outcry againſt the Univer- 


ſity Subſcription ariſes more from a Diſlike 


to the Articles themſelves, than from a 


tender Concern for the Conſeiences of our 
Youth. 


If the Subſcription. Is defenſible upon 
Principles that want only to be made known 


to gain the Approbation of all reaſonable 
and true Members of our Church, why 


ſhould we not maintain our Ground? What 
more have we to do to prevent Miſtake 
and to ſilence Clamour, but to inſert A 

| N . Proper 


TT WT) 


proper Fxplanation of the Meaning of the 
Subſcription in the Book, wherein the young 
Men write their Names, and read it to them . 


at their Matriculation. 


There is a Queſtion revived, whether the 
_ Univerſity has a Power to alter any of its 


Statutes, - I enter not into the Diſpute. 
But one Obſervation, I think a material 


one: There is a great Difference betwixt 


— Statutes that relate to our own 
internal Regimen, and Statutes by which 


we are connected to the Conſtiiution in 


Church or State. | 

Now what is ſaid on the other Side in 
Fayour of the Alteration ? 

A Public Attack was made in the Houſe 


of Commons upon our Subſcription. It had 


not one Advocate. The Friends, and even 
the Repreſentatives of the Univerſity gave 


it up as indefenſible. Our Chancellor in- 


tends to recommend an Alteration. The 
Biſhops concur; and all our Friends are 
alarmed for the Fate of the Univerſity. 

But notwithſtanding all this, under Fa- 
vour, I will preſume to put the following 
Queſtions: 

Had any of theſe reſpectable Perſonages 
To far conſidered the Matter, as to form to 
themſelves juſt and adequate Notions of 
the. Intention of the Univerſity ? Did they 
not, without farther Reflection, take for 
e 445.1 the eee implied a 

* 


* 
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Paſitive Aſjent to the Truth of the Doctrines 
contained in the Articles? Muſt they not 
be convinced upon mature Conſideration, 
and upon the Evidence produced in the 
Caſe, that the Univerſity never required 
any ſuch Thing? Can they blame the 
Univerſity for retaining the antient Teſt, 
till ſtronger Reaſons are produced for the 
Alteration of it, than have yet been laid 
before them? Ought they to be required 
to make Innovations, merely in Compliance 
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ar the Temper of the Times, when they Ih 
be thought incompatible with their 100 


Duby; and productive of worſe Conſe- 
quences than they are intended to prevent? 
I own myſelf to be under no Panic at 
having the Matter brought into Parliament. 


We ſhall have an Opportunity given us of Fog? 
making our Plea more Public ; and ſhould IN 
it not be approved, which is a Suppoſition | 1 
I am not willing to make, what have we to ile 
apprehend? I cannot believe that the 1 
Majority of either Houſe will ever concur _ wn 
in any Project to weaken the Fences of 10 
our Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, till they N 
mean to alter it in its Fundamentals. When Fl 


that Day comes, the Univerſity muſt fall 
with the Church. In the mean Time I 

rely upon the Legiſlature for our Security | 

as well as Dirediom, It is undoubtedly bi 
their Province and not ours to make Al- 

terations, as in their Wiſdom they ſhall 
judge 


„J 
judge proper, (whether we think them for 
the better or the worſe) in Matters wherein 
the Church of England is as much con- 
cerned as the Univerſity. Our Obedience 
is due in omnibus LICITIS ET HONESTIS. 
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No. XIII. 


0 rell, to the received 259 at 2 a- 
triculation, impartially flated and 
examined. 


4 =. 02 nh - Who ore ooo ho ect . a 


UR Deſign is not to controvert, much 
leſs to cenſure, the Opinions of thoſfſe 
who have already given the Public Infor- | 
mation on the important Subject before 
us: We are perſuaded that all ſincerely 
unite, in the ſame generous Work, he In- 
veſtigation 'of Truth, — We join in it with W 1! 
Deference and Humility ; we reſpe&t the I 
Characters of thoſe from whom we hap- 
pen to difſent ; we acknowledge the Weight 
of their Authorities; but in this Caſe it || 
muſt be allowed, Non tam Audtoritatis _ |; 
y”_ Rationis momenta qucrenda ſunt. | Wil 
The Neceſſity of applying ſome Crite= [ih 
rion at Admiſſion is acknowledged on all Wl 
Sides: The preſent Teſt carries with it the 104 
Sanction of Time and reſpectable Autho- "ſt 
rity; Circumſtances of the greateſt Weight bit 
with the Grave and Thinking. Notwith- Wi! 
ſtanding this, Objections are made to it's . bill 
Continuance : It muſt be confeſſed they l 
are forcible, have an Air of Candour and 
Liberality, I 
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Liberality, and therefore deſerve our At⸗ 
tention.— The worſt Tyranny (ſay they) 
is that which is exerciſed over the Minds 
of Men; it ſeems to approach to this when 
an Acknowledgement of the Truth of Pro- 
| EE is exacted from thoſe who are 

nown to be incompetent Judges of them : 


young Perſons with, a ſtrange Salutation 
at the Threſhold of Truth, enlightened 
Science, and pure Morality, to teach to 


equivocate, to palliate, to evade; or per- 


haps to /mother Attention, and comply with 
Conditions; Arts which if delivered thus 
at Matriculation, may perhaps (there are 
who want not Ill- nature enough for the Sug- 


geſtion) not be quite uſeleſs in ſome of the 


Ceremonies at taking Degrees. Does it 


not ſeem a probable Method of depriving 


young Men of every Religious Principle, 


or of making them alike indifferent to all; 


to tempt them thus to hurry over an ill- 
. conceived Aſſent; to impoſe on themſelves, 


or accommodate with their Conſciences in 
Matters of ſuch ſerious Moment ?——The 


Efficacy of the Act of Subſcription may 
indeed be ingeniouſly obſcured, but cannot 
be Jairly and conſcientiouſly miſunderſtood : 
If it has any Meaning, it amounts to an 


Acknowledgement of the Truth of thoſe 


lovetal Propoſitions to which it is annex- 
ed; 


Is it not a bad Leſſon to ifiaugurate 


(97) 


ed; of theſe * ſeveral are in their own 
Nature Metaphyſical and recondite Specu- 


lations; they are the Concluſions of long 
and abſtruſe Reaſonings ; to require Aﬀent | 


to ſuch from one who is utterly uninform- 
ed of the Train of Argument which gave 
them being, ſeems like obtruding- on the 
Mind of a Learner the Concluſions of Pro- 
politions in the Elements of Euclid, as ſo 
many intuitive Truths, If a Beginner 


muſt take ſome Things upon Truſt, and 


out of Deference to the Authority of his 


Teacher, let what he receives in this Man- 


ner be no more than is neceſſary to form 
a Foundation for farther Information; let 
it be purely Jample and elementary. — Sanc- 
. trus ac reverentius credere quam ſcire,” may 
be a Maxim in the Mouth of Ignorance and 
Superſtition ; and let it be confined to thoſe 
who profeſs a Faith that hides itſelf from 
 Reaſon,—— Notwithſtanding the avowed 
Difference between Faith and Knowledge; 
who will venture to pronounce that in any 

Caſe the Mind can give it's Aſſent to a 
Propoſition without having perceived the 


Reaſons that ſhould influence it, or indeed 


without even knowing what that is to which 
it's Aſſent is afforded ? Further, it is urged 
that Sy of the Articles contain f. nega- 

OE | tive 


3 


e 


d uſtification. (17. Of Predeftination and Election. 
+ Such are implied in Articles 19, 22, 28, 31. 
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'* Such wo FIRED: are the following Articles. (10.) of 
Free-Will. (11.) Of Juſtification. (13.) Of Works before 
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tive 1 to be able to aſſert the 


Truth of which a very high Degree of Cer- 


 Zainty is requiſite ; and that in general jt is | 


expected that this Conviction be extended 


to them all, that they reſt on Scripture as 


their Foundation: It is inſinuated that 
although Biſhop Burnet is ſo very liberal 
as to declar 
ſome of theſe Propoſitions to be erroneous 
or even falſe may ſtill fairly and conſcienti- 
oufly ſubſcribe to them, notwithſtanding the 


uſeful Art He poſſeſſed of reconciling and 


accommodating. ſuch little Difficulties to 


himſelf, that in Reſpect to his Authority 


With others, 


* On ſcait 6 bien que ſes paroles, : 5 


Ne ſont pas Articles de fois. 
With reſpect to an explanatory Clauſe in 


Nature of Saunderſon's Epinomis, I have 
heard it objected, that a Law indeed pre- 
ſeribing a Rule of future Conduct, and 
containing a Sanction, offers an Alterna- 
tive, Olſer ve the Rule, or ſubmit to the 


Sanction; But that a Declaration of 
Belief, which confines itſelf to the preſent 
Moment, which carries with it no tempo- 


ral SanQion, can poſſibly from it's Nature 


admit of no candid conſcientious Interpre- 


Ry but this, —“ I affert my preſent Faith 


and Convickion in theſe Matters to be as ſet 


66 2 in the ir to which I. ſubſcribe,” 
What 


= Enden of Articles p. 6. + Boileau, | 


« 


* that a Perſon who concetrves 
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— — * 1 » * 


6% 


What e can here be fairly intend- 
ed: Either I truly declare the State of my 
Mind, or I impoſe on the Society of which 
Jam received a Member, —and that Being 
alone againſt whom all Diſguiſe is ©uſeleſs, 
can puniſh my Falſehood and Aquivoca- 
tion. But you are/to./#b/cribe to certain 
Propoſitions, what they. mean you cannot 
comprehend, this only you are told, that 
nothing more is . inferred. from your Sub- 
ſcription, than a Promiſe of Silence and Ae 
guigſcence Can then a Mind totally un- 
informed acquieſce in Points it is ignorant 
of ;—is not this very Acquieſcence the Con- 
ſequence of a Judgement, that the Doc 
&« tries. propoſed are of. ſuch; a Nature, that 
« rhe Mind may approach to Aſſent, may 
* ſafely acquieſce and ſubmit &. Suppoſe 
lit I may hazard even the Suppoſition) they 
contain Aſſertions inconſiſtent -with the 
great Principles of Natural Religion, would 
not blind Acquieſcence be highly culpable? 
After all, Why uſe ſo complicated a Ma- 
chine, when a very ſimple one will anſwer 
the Purpoſe? Is there not great Reaſon to 
fear perpetual Miſapprehenſions, where an 
Acc in its Natural Tendency leads to one 
Thing, but the Spirit we are told means 
ſomewhat very different? Is it not rea- 
ſonable that in Matters of the utmoſt Mo- 
ment, Letter and Spirif ſhould coincide, 
that the Deſign of the Legiſlator ſhould be 
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as poſſible ?=inſtead or being left ſo vague 
and indefinite as to ſubmit to the Mercy of 


an arbitrary Interpretation, or a mental 
Salvo? Are Myſtery and Uncertainty to be 


ſtudiouſly affected in Matters that, of all 


others, require to be Ample, perſpicuons, 
and'defined *—Is there here Room even 


the ungenerous and pernicious Diftin&tion, 


El ofthuc quidem honeſtum, verum hc 


| *, xpedit * Pram wero'1LUA AVREaA, 


K. mter Box os BENE AGIER oportet 1 — 
Such are the Objeckions to the preſent 


Tefl, either taken in it's Rigour, or ſoftened 
and accommodated: by a dija mis Clauſe > 
hut it is impoſſible 1 ſubſtitute one 
Which ſhall be candid and liberal, not likely 
on the one Side to become an ' Object of 
Terror, and tô execlude all that have Re- 


flexion and Conſcience, until their Scru- 


ples have beer 4 e by ſome ingenious 


Friend 


; e ui Faris ak & Eau ænigmaia flat + 


Nor yet fo inde efinite and hoefe,. as to admit 
of an Iluftration,, which by expreſsly 


giving up the natural Meaning of the Act, 
eaves it indeed totally void of Meaning or 
Obligation: — Is it in a Word impoſſible 


that on this Occaſion, the Maker of the 
Rule ſhould be explicit with the Recerver 


of i: ?—I humbly apprehend, that to act 


188 otherwiſe, would be to endan- 


Ser 


(( $802 }) 


ger the Titles of: Rexſmable, Conſtientioud, 


Grave, Candid.—The End in Speculation 


is the Excluſion of all who d:/ertt. from the 
_ eſtabliſhed Church-—The Oath' of Supre= 


macy ſtands on the ſureſt Baſis; the Ne- 
cy of that Teſt will not I believe eafily 
be queſtioned, nor can it's Eyicacy be 
doubted in the Exclufion of thoſe whom 
we are bound to guard againſt with pe- 


culiar Caution, the Votaries of the Chureb 
of Rome. As effectually would a ſolemn 


Subſcription to the Declaration of Con- 
formity operate to preſerve, us from the 
| Intrafton of Sectaries of every Deno⸗ 
mination; it is introduced into this Place 
under Authority of the Act of Uniformity; 


Which enjoins all Heads and Fellows of 
Colleges, in Preſence of the Vicechancel- 


lor, and within fx Months after their Ap- 


pointment, to ſubſcribe that Declaration. 


It is explicit and effectual; it affords no 


poſſibility of Miſtake, it requires no Com- 
ment. —— J ſubmit it with Deference, 
Whether it might not be ſufficient to 
enjoin the Tutor before he preſents his 


Pupil to the Vicechancellor, to read over 


with him the Oath of Supremacy, and 
this declaratory Form; which ſhould 


be again ſolemnly repeated before Sub- 
ſcription af Matriculation : =—=———— Let 


Subſcription to Articles be exacted with 


that Caution and ara which the Ab- 
ſtruſeneſs 


if 19602 1) 


ſtruſeneſs . the Subject, and a: ſolemn 


Declaration of that Faith which alone ad- 


mits of Reaſon i in her Train, requires and 
agſer ves: let it be expected of thoſe only 
who can be fairly ſuppoſed, whom alone 
the Univerſity herſelf ſuppoſes / vid. Stat. 


Tit. 3. F. 2.) capable to judge of the Act 


they perform: — I would rank under this 


Head, Candidates for the Degree of Bat- 


chelor of Arts 12 Orders, all who offer for 
that of Maſter of Arts, and the * 
Degrees. 


An Alteration in the 1 Teſt 18 not 
preſſed from Fears of temporal Inconve- 


niencies, or an Apprehenſion of re Inter- 


a poſition of Parliament, but from a Perſua- 


ſion that it is injurious to the Credit of our 
Body; unworthy the Sanction of Perſons 


| of that enlarged and hberal Way of thinking, 


which is the beſt Gift of Erudition ; that it 


is in its preſent Form indęfenſiblèe and con- 


trary to the great Principles of Juſtice and 
Regſon. Though Parliament were to pro- 


mile: us Silenge and Acguigſcence, we ſhall 


ſtill be amenable to the Bar of a Superior 
Court, we ſhall ſtill be liable to the Cenſures 


of a Law of a higher Nature, of an eter- 
nal and ind. ;ſpen/ible: Obligation, Neque enim 


aut - per Senatum, au? per n a 


Ha Tack peſiemu. 


| Oxrony, April, 7. 1772. 
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The plain and obvious Meaning of the || 
received T EST at MAT RI. 
CULATION, examined ang 
vindicated. i || 
N d remove the Imputation alledged againſt ||} 


the Univerſity of an arbitrary and illiberal 
| Conduct in requiring from Perſons to be 
matriculated Subſcription to the Ariticles, and to 9 
juſtify the Wiſdom and Piety of thoſe, upon whoſe | 


Authority this Teſt has been long eſtabliſhed, are i | 
Ends extremely deſirable in themſelves, and in the | | 

preſent Juncture of more than ordinary Importance: 111 

The only Plea hitherto ſuggeſted, has been the |! 


aw —_—_— > 


Suppoſition, that this Subſcription was originally in- 
tended as a Security for the mere Acquieſcence of the 
Subſcriber in the Doctrines compriſed in thoſe Ar- 
ticles. — A Declaration merely obligatory upon the 
Will, and in no Degree implying the Aſent of the |! 


. SE EE Sn dS 
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Mind to certain Propoſitions. 1 { 
The Argument for this Plea is founded upon the i 
following Conſiderations — © That the Age of the {|| 
« Perſons ſubſcribing, and the abſtruſe Nature of the || 


„ DPoctrines contained in ſome of the Articles, leave 
e no Room to expect, upon good Grounds, a rational ds 
V and poſitive Aﬀent — That the Requiſition of ſuck » ||)! 

_ « Aſent is nowhere expreſſed by the Power enjoining i 
* the Subſcription.—That the Perſons to be matricu- 
e lated are not ſuppoſed previouſly even to have read ||| 

« the ſaid Articles; and therefore, in an equitable ||} 
Dh „„ ” Con- | 
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4 Conſtruction of poſitive Laws, no © of 


Faith, no Limitation of Opinion, can reaſonably 
« be deduced by Implication : In this Caſe eſpecially, 
« where the ſame Perſons are required by expreſs In- 
junction at their ſecond Subſcription, in order to their 
Degree, to give their full Aſſent. They are more- 


oer obliged to bring Teſtimony of their having 


& read, or heard others read, theſe Articles: And that 
< this Aſſent might be founded on a reaſonable and 
competent Knowledge, the Tutor is admoniſhed by 
« the ſame Authority diligently to explain them.“ 
How then ſhall this Difference in the Mode and 


* Circumſtances of the Requiſition be accounted for, 


unleſs we ſuppoſe, that the Teſts exacted were eſ- 


e ſentially different? The one, fimple Subſcription, 
e implying merely Acquieſcence : The other a Jai and 


« formal Afent to the Doctrines, Se.. 

As the Force of the Argument thus ſtated depends 
wholly upon the Solution of this Queſtion, we have 
only to enquire into the Nature and Meaning of the 


Teſt in the t Inſtance of Subſcription. With re- 

_  fpe&tto'the Teſt in the ſecond Inſtance, it is univerſally 

_ . acknowleged to be a full and formal Aſſent to the 
XXXIX Articles. n 


The Interpretation of een in the fr 2 Caſe 
Þ certainly to the Generality of the World a novel In- 


terpretation of a Teſt, which has been complied with 


almoſt for the Space ay two hundred Years, and which 


| | has not ever been explained in this Manner by the 
Magiſtrate, before whom Subſcription is made; nor 
is any Proof offered of its having been the general 


Senſe of the Univerſity, at any * Period, lince the 


Eſtabliſhment of the Teſt. 


What was the Sehſe, in which the cb en- 
OBEY it to the Kingdom in general, and what Infe- 


Fence they drew from the Compliance with it, we may 


hn. learn 


„ 3 


ag from the Royal Declaration prefixed. to the 


Articles themſelves. Vet we take comfort in 


< this, that all Clergymen within our Realm have al- 

ways moſt willingly ſubſcribed to the Articles eſta- 

<« bliſhed : J/hich 1s an Argument to Us, that they. all 
e agree in the true, uſual, and literal Meaning of the ſaid 

& Articles.” The Concluſion made from Subſcription 

is here not the Acquieſcence of the Party ſubſcribing, 

but expreſsly his actual Agreement ; to the uſual Mean- 
ing of the ſaid Articles. 

In the Title to the Articles their Fad and Uſe i is ſet 
forth, © Ad tollendam 4 Hentionem, et conſenſum in vera 


mn religione firmandum ;” in the En gliſh, for avoid- 


* 


0 Ling DiveRsITIES of Opinions, — for the ſtabliſh 
« ing of Conſent touching True Religion.“ 
To ſay the leaſt, the Freſumption ſeems highly i im- 

probable, that, ſo ſoon“ after the End and Uſe of 


the Articles had been declared by Authority to be 


« for avoiding Diverſities of Opinions, and for the 
« ſtabliſhing of Conſent touching true Religion,” the 
Chancellor and Univerſity ſhould enjoin Subſcription 
in a Senſe ſo widely different, and Evade the Force of 


it by demanding only a bare Acquieſcence, . Some poſitive 
Proof ſhould be adduced, before this can e 


be admitted. 


The Writer of the Vindication, &c.” is of Opi- 


nion, that this Conſtructioa is authoriſed “ in Caſes 
not merely academical.” Simple Subſcription is 
e all that is required for Deacons' Orders, and need 
66 imply no more than a. mere Acquieſcence; but the 
“ Caſe. is different with Reſpect to a Prieſt, of whom 
e politive Profeſſion is required — a Teſtimonial both of 


his honeſt Life and of his prefeſing the Doctrine 


* expreſled in the Articles.“ 


* The Engliſh Tranſlation of the Articles was confirmed in Convocation in the 
Year 1571; and Subſcription at Matriculation was introduced in 1581, 


mm 3 That 


Rr 


eee f Ragan i, CT TT IR 
en oa dei * 


— — 


rr 


rr 


— ode NIST 


— 7 . 
— 1 


— b > a 1 oa 7 


= —__ ů ů ů ͤ˙* * . _— — dteggngtn ee unwotlinnk wt; af. Ss. 4-4 — * — 


/ 


1 = 

That, what is here termed - ſimple Subſcription in 
the Caſe of Deacons doth imply more than mere Acgui- 
 efcence, and indeed an afual Profeſſion may, I think, 
be collected from the Royal Declaration, * requiring 
all our aß Subjects to continue in the uniform 

« Profeſſion of the Articles of the Church of England.“ 

This is further confirmed in the firſt Section of the 


Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions publiſhed in the Reign of | 


Elizabeth; and yet more expreſsly in the Canons 
agreed upon in the Reign ſucceeding. Section 34. 
« Nullus Epiſcopus in ſacros Ordines quenquam de 
* cztero. cooptabit, qui non ex ſua ipſius Dioceſi fue- 
«'rit, niſi, &c.” (with certain Exceptions following, 
to which is added)“ Si Diaconus fieri expetit, vice- 
< ſimum tertium, ſin Preſbyter, viceſimum quartum 
* Annum jam compleverit—vel ſaltem, niſi rationem 

„ Fidei ſuæ juxta Articulos Religionis in Synodo Epiſcopo- 

i rum et Cleri Ann. 1562 approbatos Latino Sermone 
© reddere poſſit, et eandem Scriptures teftimoniis cox RO- 
« BORARE.” Here is no Diſtinction between the Re- 
quiſites for Deacons* and Prieſts* Orders, but what 
ariſes ſimply from the different Ages ſpecified, —@-_ 
Upon the whole, I find no Reaſon to admit a 
Difference in the Degrees of Aſſent, required at the firſt 
and ſecond Subſcription. in the Univerſity z much leſs 
to apprehend, that we are juſtified in explaining this 
"Teſt in any Caſe, as a Security for the Acguieſceuce 
only of the Party ſubſcribing. . 


The Point remaining is to conſider, whether our 
Anceſtors, in impoſing Subſcription to the Articles 
upon Perſons to be matriculated, in it's plain and ob- 
vious Senſe, and in the Senſe. in which our Univerſity 
has hitherto underſtood it, have demanded a Teſt, 
which may be vindicated upon fair and equitably 
„ | The 


. 
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© The Objection to it reſts entirely upon a Suppoſſ- 


tion, that we cannot with Propriety give our Aﬀe 


to the Truth of Propoſitions, which we do not fully 
comprehend. But this is to forget the Diſtinction be- 


tween Faith and Knowledge — to forget that Tefti- 


mony may be a reaſonable Ground of Aſſent as well 


as Logical Concluſions — that our Afﬀent to many 
Truths, above the Comprehenfion of the Age, at 
which Subſcription is made, is required univerſally at 
leaſt at as early a Period: Indeed whenever we pub- 
lickly profeſs to 4eljeve the moſt plain Propoſitions of 
Natural and Revealed Religion, the Being of 'a God 
and the Neceſſity of Redemption. At the Time of 
Confirmation, which uſually takes Place before the 
Parties are brought to the Univerſity, they © acknow- 
* ledge themſelves bound to believe all thoſe Things 


te which their Godfathers undertook for them“ at their 


Baptiſm. Much upon the fame Principle, it is appre- 


hended, that infinitely the greater Proportion of Man- 
kind believe the Truth of every religious hoe 
A 


whatever during their whole Lives, If ſuch nt be 


not rational, rhe Faith of that ſame Proportion of 


Mankind is yoid. | 5 BY 
« But can the Aſſent of Perſons be honeſtly given 
* to Articles, which they have neither read nor heard 


read? I anſwer, They are always appriſed (if we 
except Inſtances' of Negle&) that the Subſcription re- 


quired is to the Truth of the Doctrines of the Church 
of England in general; which, in the Groſs and 


without Exception, in the Courſe of their Education 
they are before taught to believe agreeable to the Word 


of Sod.” 
It will be ſaid then that © in Fact they do little more 


© in this Teſt, than declare the Principles of their Pa- 


rents and Inſtructors.” I anſwer, were this all, the 
End obtained would be by no Means immaterial to 


the 
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the Security of our Academical Conſtitution. But, in 

Truth, the Suppoſition, taken in it's Latitude, doth 


not at all imply, that they are on that Account inca- 


pable of giving a rational Aſſent. A full and formal 
Aſſent is always juſt, where Conviction is the Effect of 
Evidence. It is not eſſential to the Integrity of ſuch 
Aſſent, what may be the Nature of the Means and 


| Motives of Conviction. In bis Caſe, the Aſſent is 


in great Meaſure founded upon the Teſtimony of Per- 


ſons, in whom they neceſſarily repoſe the moſt intire 
Confidence. In Fact, there is no Impropriety in aſſent- 


ing to Points of mere Opinion; leaſt of all, when that 
er is founded upon the mature Conviction of 


- IV. en reſpectable. for their Numbers, their Learning. 


and Integrity, and whoſe religious Principles have 
been confirmed by the Wiſdom of Ages. Upon the 


ſame Grounds the Legiſlature have judged it expedi- 


ent to exact an Oath (that of Supremacy) at the Age 
of Sixteen ; when it cannot be thought, that the Par- 
ties are aſſured. of it's Fitneſs purely from their own 


| N Examination of the Subject- matter. And 


Courts of Judicature admit the Oath of Perſons yet 
younger, when the very Exiſtence of the Being, 


whom. they adjure, is known to them only by Teſti- 
mony. | „ . 


* 


It is not however intended, that, in theſe Seats of 


Religion and Learning, our Faith ſhauld always reſt | 
on the Teſtimony of our Inſtructors. Probability in 


its higheſt Degrees ſuppoſes a Poſſibility of Error. 


Matters therefore of Opinion, however plauſible, 


ſhould be carefully weighed and examined in Propor- 


tion $0 the Importance of the Subject. It is a Duty 


peculiarly incumbent upon us of hi Place to give 
every poſſible Confirmation to the Truth — to add to 


our Faith and Virtue, Knowledge. The Statutes of the 


Univerſity have accordingly injoined the Tutors to in- 


* ſtruct 


x 4,000 F 7 
ſtruct their Pupils particularly in the Rudiments of 
| ren. and the Articles of the Church; to which, 
it is expected, they give their Aſſent in the ſecond 
Inſtance of Subſcription from a Conviction founded 
originally in a great Degree upon Teſtimony, but now * if 
confirmed by Knowledge, the Reſult of due Conſide- ; 
ration and Enquiry. Our Church itſelf hath afted | | 
with a fimilar Precaution, when ſhe hath demanded 
_ univerſally from all her Members a Profeſſion of her 
Faith, but from the Clergy in particular an Ability to 
explain and defend the Reaſonableneſs of her Articles. 
In fine, I cannot but conclude, that Subſcription: to 
the Articles in it's plain and obvious Notion hath ac. 
tually been required, and may ſtill continue to be re- Til 
quired upon fair and equitable Motives. Sincerity lays 10 
no Obligation upon us to convert our Articles of R-. 
ligion into Articles of Peace. An Acquieſcence, when 
it falls ſhort of Aſſent in Matters of Speculation, is 
not to me intelligible—as a Declaration of the Will, it 
is merely negative, and by no Means amounts * a #1 
Declaration of Conformity. iN 
The Reſpect due to the World, the Juſtice hes 10 1 
Ourſelves, filial Regard to the Memory of our An- 
ceſtors, may render it expedient to explain fully and 
openly the true Motives upon which the Univerſity _!! 
hath demanded Subſcription in it's preſent Mode. at 
the ſame Time it were to be wiſhed, that the Nature 
of our Defence might be as plain and ſimple as poſſible. © | 
. 
; 


An ingenious Argument carries with it neceſſarily a De- 
gree of Suſpicion. The Prudence of Conceſſions will beſt 
be meaſured by the Value of the Thing ceded. * An ho- 
neſt and upright Juſtification will at leaſt recommend 
our Integrity—our PIES will ſecure us n and | 
Protection. - : ; 


. 
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Subſei Gan at MAT R I CU L A- 
TI © N conſidered, with Reſpect 
to the Mature of che Act, and the 
| Extent of it's Obligation. 


HERE are four ſeveral States of the Deſign of 
Subſcription at Matriculation, and of the Ex. | 
rent of it's Obligation; For, it is either . 
1.— “ A Declaration of Belief, and carries with it f 

an unfeigned aſſent to all the Propoſitions the Articles 

contain, grounded on a full and clear Comprehenfion of | 
their Trutb; or | 
11.— It is nothing more than a, Promiſe of Silence 
and Aequieſcence, which is ſincerely made with reſpect 
to all . Matters compriſed i in the Articles ſubſcribed to; 


III. It amounts to a Declaration of Belief, and 
tarries with it an unfeigned Aſent to the Truth of a 
few only of the Articles ſubſcribed; which are diſtin- 
guiſhed from others by the Title of Articles of Faith, 
and. mark out the great Lines of the Chriſtian 
Scheme; With reſpe& to the greater Number, 
which are called Articles of Religion, Subſcription 
operates merely as @ Promiſe of Silence and Acquieſcence, 
and carries with it only a Kind of Negative Engage- 
ment; „ or 
IV. It is a Declaration of Bilief,, and carries 
with it an unfeigned Aſſent to the Truth of Al! the 
Propoſitions contained in the Articles ; founded not 
upon a Comptehenſion either of their Nature or 

PR But reſting, "Re on Deference to Autho- 


; ih. 


E 
rity, and upon the 2. eftimony of Perſons in whom the 
Subſcribers neceſſarily repoſe the greateſt Confi- 


dene 

1. — T he Subſcription ſpoken of, Ta Docht 
tion of Belief, and carries with it an unfeigned Aſſent 
to all the Propoſitions the Articles contain, grounded 
on A full and clear Comprepenſion of their Truth.” 


— This State of the Caſe has been abandoned as 


unſafe Ground by the moſt zealous Defenders of the 
received Teſt; We will therefore preſume it to be 
allowed on all Sides, that upon this Hypotheſis the 
Teft in Queſtion is indefenſible; Becauſe it is im- 
poſſible that Reaſonable Beings can with Truth declare 
their Aſent, grounded on a full and clear Compreben- 
ion of that, which they have not examined or even 
Hbtard of. 

Il. — Subſcription * is nothing more than a Pro- 
miſe of Silence and Acquieſcence, * which is ſincerely 


made with reſpect to all the Matters 3 in the 


Articles ſubſcribed 40. 

The ingenious Aſcertors of this Hypotheſis are de- 
fired to confider whether the following Objections 
may not deſerve ſome Attention. Ir is appre- 
hended that the Difference in the Degrees of Aſſent 
required at the Firſt and Second Subſcription remains 
to be demonſtrated : The * Mandatory Words of 
the Law, are exactly the ſame in both Inſtances. — 
So Eſſential a Diſtinction would, it is conceived, have 
been expreſsly and preciſely marked, and not have been 
truſted purely to Implication: — We have therefore a 


right to expect ſome full and poſitive Proof that ſuch 
a Difference was meant — *rill this hath been addu- 


ced, Preſumption is againſt the Diſtinction; 


Becauſe (1) in interpreting a Law the ſalutary Pur- 


poſe of it, me ever be conſidered, and, as as far 


0 3 Fidei et en ſubſcribant. Stat. Tit. 2. 8 3.— 
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the E xpreſons us'd will bear, it muſt be fo conſtrued. 
as to provide effectually for the End in Contemplation 
of the Legiſlator : — The Title of the Articles ſuffi- 
eiently ſpecifies their Object, For they are ſaid to be 
framed. for & the avoidins Diverſities of Opinions, and 
For ab liſoing Conſent touching true Religicn;,” The 
Interpretation here propoſed (of mere Acquieſcence and 
Submiſſion) it is apprebenced dilarms the Law, and 
renders it inadequate to the Purpoies for which it was 
enacted. — Becauſe (2) the Mind of the Legiſlator 
is farther illuſtrated by this ſtriking Circumſtance z 
Subſcription ee of thoſe oniy who have at- 


ta: ned to theirgdwelfih Year, —— NON. it is appre- 
hended, that Promiſes of Silence and Acquieſcence 
may be made by a Boy who can write his Name, as 
reaſonably and effetually at any Age under Twelve, as 
after he hath arrived at that Period ; It follows 
therefore, that the Views of the Legiſlator were not 
limited to mere Submiſſion and Forbearance. — Ar- 
gquieſcence in Matters of ordinary Concern may 4 de- 
fined, © an accommodating of our Mill to that of an- 
other Perſon,” When referred to Points of Specula- 
tion, the only Meaning it can have, is, that the Mind 
engages to withhold itſelf from conſidering certain 
Propoſitions ; — Keeps itſelf ſuſpended and in equipaiſe 
— if it zxcline ever lo little on either fide, it ceaſes to 
acquieſce, it begins to aſſent or deny: — As to myſelf, 
I own I can by no Means conceive how the Mind can 
poſſibly be faid to acquieſce (i. e. as far as acquieſcing 
is diſtinguiſhed from ſſenting or diſſenting) in Points 
merely Speculative; For the Mind either conſiders theſe 
Propoſitions, or it doth zo conſt der them; If it 
conſiders them, it muſt form ame Opinion about them, 
and therefore cegſe to be merely paſſive and indolent, 


1 The Term Atquieſcence is made uſe of merely to evide the 
i Objections that immediately oppoſe themſelves to the Expreſſion 

Full and unftigned Aent; ; ” And 15 therefore fairly conſidered 
as purpoſely e 


N 4 | : or ; 


( ith Þ 2 
or quieſcent : ; if it does net confider them, it cannot be 
ſaid 20 acquieſce with reſpect ro theje Prepofi tions in 
2 5 rticular, inaſmuch as it doth not at all know what 
they are. 

III. Subſcription amounts to a Declaration of Be- 
lief, and carries with it an unfeigned Aſent to the 


1 of a fewy only of the Articles ſubſcribed, which 


are diſtinguiſhed from the others by the Title of Ar- 


Rh of Faith, and mark out the great Lines of the 


Chriſtian Scheme; —— With reſpect to the greater 
Number, which are called Articles of Religion, Sub- 
ſcription operates merely as @ Promiſe of Silence and 


Acqui cence, and carries with it only a Kina of Nega- 
tive Engagement.“ 


That ſuch would have beet tlie Decilion of Bp Co- 
nybeare, as to the Nature and Extent of the Obligation 


incurred by the Subſcription ſpoken of, we may fairly 
collect from what he ſays in general of the Subſcrip- 
tions of the Larty, * the Biſtinction between Ar- 


ticles of Faith and Articles of Religion (ſays he) is 


ſuggeſted in the very Title of the Articles; Articles 


of Fai h conſiſt only of ſuch Truths as are F undamental 


in the Chriſtian Scheme; By Articles of Religion we 
underſtand ſuch Truths as being founded in Scrip- 
ture have a certain Evidence, but not bearing ſo cloſe 


and immediate a Relation to the Main Branches of 


the Chriſtian Scheme, are therefore of an inferior 
Nature; — Having noted this, I am led on to ob- 
ferve farther, that as there 1s in the Reaſon of Things, 


a conſiderable Difference between the Caſe of the 


Clergy and of the Laity, fo the Wiſdom of the Church 
hath carefully preterved this Difference in relation 
to Subſcriptions. The latter merely conſidered as Chriſ- 
ſtians, are required to profeſs their Belief of the fun- 


damental Articles of our F alth, — other Poctrines, as 


© Sermon on the Caſe of Subſcription to the Articles of Re- 


Q 2 : not 
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not being the diftinguiſhing and eſſential Marks of a 
Chriſtian are leſs neceſſary to be diſtintly underſtood, 


and explicitly profeſſed by them.“ The Influence 


of this great Authority 1s, it muſt be owned, much 


weak'ned by what the ſame Perſon adds almoſt. im- 
mediately, where I deſire it may be conſidered whe- 


ther, the fair Meaning, and virtual Obligation of the 
Act of Subſcription taken Simply and in igel be not 


ſpoken of: One Thing yet remains in order to 
the full State of this Subject; and that 1s to conſi- 


der, ' what is implied in the Subſcription itſelf; Whe- 
ther it expreſſes our Aſent to the Truth of the Ar- 
ticles ſublcribed, or be only an Engagement not to 
diſpute or contradi# them: I conceive 1t will appear 
that our Subſcrption amounts to an Approbation of, 
and Aſſent to, the Truth of the Doctrines ſubſcribed ; 


and that, Firſt, Becauſe this ſeems to be implied in 
the bare 4# of Subſcribing ; and we ſhould be under- 
ſtood, by every indifferent Spectator, as approving 
the Truth of thoſe Doctrines, unleſs the Form of Sub- 


ſcription declared the contrary; nor would any one 


be apt t6 conſider them as Articles of Peace, but as 
Articles of Doctrine. This Notion is farther confirmed 
by the very Title of the Articles themſelves; For 
they are ſaid to be framed, for the avoiding Diver- 


ities of Opinions, and for eftabli Hing Conſent touching 


true Religion: But this End cannot be obtained, .un- 
leſs they are ſubſcrib'd as Truths aſſented to.“ It 
does not appear an eaſy Undertaking to reconcile 
theſe two Opinions; — The latter ſtrongly oppoſes 


the preſent Hypotheſis, which is by no means ad- 


miſſible; Becauſe (1) It is impoſſible that the ſame 
undivided Act ſhould ſuperinduce various Obligations 
on the ſame Perſon, with reſpect to the ſame Object; 
2) The Line between thoſe Doctrines which are 


_ conſidered as Points of Faith, and nm, and 
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fuch as are ſaid to be of an inferior Nature, aaa” 


neceſſary to be diftin#ly underſtood, or explicitly expreſſ= 
ed, is no where drawn; How-then is the young Per- 


ſon who ſubſcribes enabled to ſay, here, reaſonable 


Belief and full Aſſent leave off,” Here, Promiſes of 
Forbearance and Acquieſcence Begin? — Becauſe (3) It 


is evident that this is a mixed Kind of Defence, 
partaking in a great Meaſure of the firſt and ſecond 
States, ſo that, beſides Objections which are peculiar, 


ſeveral of thoſe mention'd in the firſt and ſecond Caſes, 
point likewiſe againſt * 
laſt Hypotheſis ; 

+BY > Subſcription © * 2 Declaration of Beli and 
carries with it an unfeigned Aſent to the Truth of A. 
the Propoſitions contained in the Articles, founded 
not upon a Comprehenſion either of their Nature or 
Meaning; But reſting ſolely on Deference to Autho- 
rity, and upon the 7. eſtimony of Perſons in whom the 
Subſcribers neceſſarily repoſe the RARE Confi- 


Firſt then, here is a full and expreſs nt and 


Declaration of Belief ſpoken of, this Caſe therefore 


may be reduced to the firſt Head, and is equally in- 
defenſible; © Becauſe it is impoſſible that reaſonable 
Beings, can upon any motives, with Truth declare 
their Aſſent to that which they have not examined, or 
even heard of.” — The Author of a Paper entitled, 


*© The plain and obvious Meaning, &c. who defends 


this Ground with ſome Degree of Ingenuity, has 
yet fallen into a ſtrange Contradiction; which is in- 
deed the Baſis of his whole Performance : Upon 
the, whole (ſays He) I find no Reaſon to admit of 
any Difference in the Degrees of Aſent required at the 


firſt and ſecond Subſcription in the Univerſity; — In 


the Caſe of the fir, the Aſſent is founded upon the 
Teſtimony of Perſons in whom the Subſcribers ne- 
cejarily repoſe the moſt entire Confidence: — But it 
is not intended that in theſe Seats of Religion and 
: — Learning 


But to conſider the 
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Learning our Faith ſhould always reſt on the Teſ- 
timony of our Inſtructors, it is a Duty pe-uliarly 
incumbent upon us of this Place, to give every poſ- 
fible Confirmation to the Truth, to add to our Faith 
and Virtue, Knowledge; The Statutes of che Univerſity | 
have accordingly enjoined the Tutors to inſtruct their 
Pupils particularly in the Rudiments of Religion, 
and the Articles of the Church, to which it is ex- 
pected they give their Aſſent in the ſecond Inſtancs of 


3 Sub ſcription from a Conviction founded originally upon 


Teſtimony, but now confirmed by Knowledge the Veſult 


* 


an Aſſent affor 


of due Confideration and Enquiry,” It is ſubmitted to 
the Candour and better Judgement of this Writer, whe- 
ther there be nct a very efſential Difrrence between 
the Degree of Aſſent afforded, upon mere Tejtimony, 
and reſted on the Juagment and Opinion of wow s, to 
Articles which have zeither been read or heard Nw 
and That, given to the lame, upon a full Comprobes 

fron of their Meaning and a Knowledge of their Truth, 
the Reſult of due Confederation and Enquiry : —— Let 


us however farther examine whether the Ground of 
Defence here choſen be tenable or no: The Author 


of the Paper referred to tells us, That young Per- 


ſons may Honeſtiy give their Aſent to Articles which 


they have neither read, or heard read; They know 1n 
general their Tendency, and afſent to them in the Groſs | 
upon the Authority of their Parents and Inſtructors.“ 

To confirm this he aſſures us that, Teſfimony may be 
a reaſonable Ground of Aſſent, as well as logical Con- 


lions: — Though this be allowed, and 1 believe it 


will not be diſp Fu ve much is wanting to prove that 
ded*'in the Manner ſpoken of, can be 

(as he repeatedly terms it) rational and upon Convic- 

tion: — Let us for a Moment conſider the Definition 


of reaſonable Aſſent in Matters of Faith ; * There is 


one Sort of e gy Mr. Locke)that chal- 
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wage the higheſt Degree of our Aſſent upon 1 
Teſtimony ; ; Fe Reaſon whereof is becauſe the Teſ- 
timony is of ou an one as cannot deceive nor be 
deceived, and that is of God himſelf: —This (Teſti- 
mony) is ca led by a pecuiiar Name Revwation,” and 
our Aſſent to it Faith. — But whether it be a divime 
Revelation or no, Reaſon muſt judge; — Faith if it 

be regulated as is our Duty, cannot be afforded to any 
Thing upon good Reaſons?“ —— But the Aﬀent 
which lows the Teſtimony of Parents and In- 
ſtracto: is notwithſtanding declared to be full, Bo- 


neſt and reaſonable although it comes from thoſe who 


are totally uninformed not on y why they profeſs ſuch 


Alent, bur who have neither read, ner hard read. that 
which they aſſent to: may not it be fairly aſked, 


whether the proper Object of ſuch reaſonable Aſſent be 


not rather the Miracles of the Legende doree or Fleur. 
des Saints, than the Articles of a Church famous for 
her Wiſdom, *uſtice, Candour and Moderation? — 

I beg Leave put one Aſſertion of this Writer's, al- 


ready touched on, in 2 tl ſtronger Light: He de- 
clares that, , is not effential to the Integrity of- 


Aſſent given to 7vidence, what may be the Nature 
of the Mears au Ifotives f Conviction,” Conviction 
therefore, may be as reaſonavie and compleat upon the 
weakeſs and worFf-concerved Evidence, as upon the full- 


ent, the cleareſt, and leait exceptionable the cafe can 


admit of; There are then, no different Degrees and 
Grounds of Probability; No Difference between the 
various Shades of Confecture, Opinion, Perſuafion, Be- 
lief; Knowledge &« te "Reſult of due Conjideration and 
Enquiry” can add no Confirmation to the Truth; 

there is, in a Word, no Difference between reaſonable 
Faith, and a blind Opinion that there are certain Propo- 
ſitions which others underſtand and believe, and the 
Truth of which they would have us accede to, altho' 


what Zheſe are, or upon wat Grounds they merit to 
be received, are Points that remain to Us. alike in- 


volved 


tn. 
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oled 5 in- ery and Obſcarity '—» An Acknow- 
ledgement of the Truth of Propoſitions, where no 
. 3 on which ſuch Profeſſion ſhould be founded 
has been di covered or examined, where the Propoſi- 
tions #hempelves are no underſtood,” and. have not even 
been read, cannot be ſtiled,a reaſonable, honeſt Aﬀent, 
but muſt be referred to Weakneſs or Prejudice; It is 
idle if not unjuſt to exact ſuch an Acknowledgement, 
it is inconſiderate if not Diſboneſt to make it. 
Buch are the moſt material Objections to each par- 
ticular Hypotheſis A Preſumption unfavourable to 
them all, it muſt be acknowledged, ariſes from hence, 
that in the Place where this Teſt hath ſo long ob- 
tained, the very Perſons who have required it, and 
- who continue to patronize it, are not only not agreed 
what Mode of Defence they may rely on, but ſcem 
even at a loſs-what Interpretalion they ſhall give to 
an Act, whoſe full and Natural gation they a are 


afraid to avow. 


Oxford, April 18. 1 77%» 


